








By Alan Samuel

(PG) b
Blast Off!

Remember when? Certain
events stick with you forever.
Like where you had your first
kiss or where you were when
John F. Kennedy was shot.
And how about the time when
people were glued to the t.v.
when a certain person driving
a Ford Bronco tried to elude the
police on the California high-
way network. That chase saw
a former football star turned
actor who once upon a time
went by the numﬁ;er #32 for
the NFL Buffalo Bills before he

ot juiced up and faced Justice
in a court of law-or didn’t . All
these National historic events
transfixed the nation -and the
world. By far the largest sto-
ry of them all was the moon
landing back in 1969. Cet your
history fix in with a delightful

new movie from Apple Films
and Columbia Pictures called
Fly Me To The Moon. See his-
tory in the making -or not - at
Cineplex Cinemas and Land-
mark Theaters across B.C.

With Fly Me To The Moon the
filmmakers have taken a fresh
tact to update the earth-shat-
tering moment of the moon
landing. What with the im-
portance these days of social
media and the phenomenon
of conspiracy theories we have
a truly intriguing back story.
Just suppose the powers that
be wanted to “stage” the ac-
tual landing and were given
the green light by U.S. Presi-
dent Richard Nixon himself?
That's part of the fun as tricky
Dickie, a reckless bureaucrat
and a budding romance all
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Fly Me To The Moon

work together to pull the wool
over the public’s eye. Or not.
Well, at least that’s the hope.
Sparks fly big time when NASA
launch commander Cole Da-
vis locks horns with Madison
Avenue darling Kelly Jones
to secure Senate Funding for
the American Space Program.
Both hunky Channing Tatum
(White House Down) and
bouyant Scarlett Johansson
seize the day if not the mo-
ment as a reluctant pair thrust
into the limelight to keep the
space program afloat,

With time running out Ms.
Jones uses all her ad man intel-
lect and then some to win over
reluctant politicians while
Davis just wants to ensure the
lift-oft goes without a hitch.
Just how these two handle the

pressure is a sight on behold
as is the behind the scenes in-
trigue to have a mock up back
up plan to correctly construct,
conceal and choreograph a
fake landing.

Allin all the fun ramps up and
the energy explodes in this fun
outing.

Put simply Tatum and Johans-
son sizzle and have the right
chemistry to pull off this his-
toric moment. With back up

work from Ray Romano and
Woody Harrelson everyone
seems to be having a good
time here. So will you! Realis-
tic, fun and bolstered by vin-
tage video footage of ace “And
That’s The Way It Is” CBS news-
man Walter Cronkite Fly Me
to The Moon comes full circle
and makes a perfect pin-point
landing not to be forgotten
despite the film being a touch
long.

South Asian Adults & Seniors - Bingo on the House for members & In
Person Yoga Classes at Shanti Niketan hall for members,
Bingo on June 2nd 2024 (Sunday), from 2.00 pm to 3.30pm at Shanti
Niketan hall. In Person Yoga classes for members only,

Every Monday & Every Thursday from 10.00 am to 11.15 am. Pure
Vegetarian Lunch on Thursdays after the Yoga session.

Vedic Seniors Parivar Centre of Vedic Hindu Cultural Society of BC
invites South Asian Adults and Senior members only to join and play
Bingo on the House on June 2nd 2024 (Sunday) from 2.00 pm to 3.30
pm at Shanti Niketan hall. Please bring only 2 dollars with you for 2
games, don't worry if you do not know how to play, members seat-
ing next to you will explain the game to you just for the sake of fun.
Please keep the social distance while seating for personal & other’'s
safety. Tea and light snacks will be served after the two games are
over. In Person Yoga classes for members only, on Every Monday
& Every Thursday will continue by Mr. Ashwani Bansal expert Yoga
Instructor from 10.00 am to 11.15 am & will help to observe & guide
the seniors to do correct yoga. Pure Vegetarian lunch will be served
in the dining hall at 11.30 am to all the senior members who attend
yoga class on Thursdays. Project funded by Government of Canada’s
New Horizons for Seniors Program for Hindi speaking seniors. In-
case you are eligible to file Income Tax returns Free of cost, Please
contact Surendra Handa Coordinator , Vedic Seniors Parivar Centre,
& Coordinator - APNI South Asian Community Response Networks,
Lakshmi Narayan Temple, 8321 - 140th street Surrey V3W5K9, BC
Tel. 604 - 507 - 9945 or email: surendra_handa@hotmail.com, for
registration & for appointment for Tax filing.

SHAH RUKH KHAN HONOURED
WITH EXCLUSIVE GOLD COIN
BY PARIS’ GREVIN MUSEUM

Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh
Khan has once again proven his
global appeal by becoming the first
Bollywood actor to be honoured
with a gold coin by Paris’ Grevin
Museum. This exclusive recogni-
tion adds another feather to King
Khan's illustrious cap. The custom-
ized gold coin, issued by Grevin
Glasse of Paris, celebrates Khan's
extensive contributions to cinema

over the past thirty years.

The news of this prestigious honour
was shared by the Shah Rukh Khan
Universe Fan Club on X, showcas-
ing the coin’s picture. This is not
the first time Shah Rukh Khan has
been recognized by the museum;
he also has a wax statue at the Gre-
vin Wax Museum in Paris, further
solidifying his status as an interna-
tional icon.
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FROM JAPAN TO THE WORLD:
THE GLOBAL EXPANSION OF HELLO KITTY

This article delves into the strategies
employed by Sanrio to transform Hel-
lo Kitty into a global brand, how she
has captured hearts internationally,
her influence in pop culture, and the
future endeavors aimed at keeping
the brand relevant for years to come,

Sanrio’s Masterful Branding Strate-
gies

Sanrio has been incredibly successful
in establishing Hello Kitty as an in-
ternational symbol of cuteness and
friendship. Through meticulously
crafted marketing campaigns and di-
versified product lines, they've made
sure that this adorable feline is ubig-
uitous.

The Role of Licensing

Licensing has been one of Sanrio’s
most effective strategies. Instead of
manufacturinff all products them-
selves, Sanrio licenses the Hello Kit-
ty name and image to other compa-
nies for a range of goods, from school
supplies to kitchen appliances. This
has allowed them to focus on what
they do best: maintaining and mar-
keting the brand. This strategy has
also enabled them to introduce the
character into different sectors, giv-
ing her a broader range of appeal and
availability.

The Importance of Seasonal and
Themed Merchandise

Sanrio doesn’t miss a beat when it
comes to capitalizing on holidays and
events. From Halloween costumes to
Christmas decorations, Hello Kitty is
there to celebrate with you. Season-
al products not only help maintain
year-round relevance but also create
a sense of urgency that encourages
people to buy now rather than later.
Limited editions and collaborations
with other popular brands also add
a unique twist, keeping the product
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lineup fresh and exciting. For au-
thentic and high-quality Hello Kitty
products, be sure to check out Hello
Kitty and Friends.

Hello Kitty: A Universal Symbol of
Friendship and Joy

While her origins are quintessential-
ly Japanese, Hello Kitty has become
a character that people from all cul-
tures can relate to. Her universal ap-
peal has been pivotal in her interna-
tional success.

The Power of Simplicity
Hello Kitty’s design is a masterpiece
of simplicity, making her easily

simplelines and two dots, transcends
language barriers and resonates with
people of all ages. By not be:'m%l overly
complicated or culture-specific, she
appeals to a broad, diverse audience.
This straightforward design also al-
lows for easy adaptation into differ-
ent forms and themes, increasing
her versatility and marketability.

The Emotional Connection

Sanrio has always emphasized that
Hello Kitty represents the feelings
of happiness and friendship. By
steering clear of complex storylines
or character arcs, they've made her
a blank canvas on which people can
project their feelings, For many, she
evokes a sense of nostalgia, serving
as a comfort and a reminder of sim-
pler times. This emotional connec-
tion amplifies her universal appeal,
making her not just a character but
also a cherished companion.

Influence in Pop Culture and Beyond
The reach of Hello Kitty extends well
beyond merchandise; she’s a cul-
tural icon. From featuring in video

ames and TV shows to even having
Eer own theme parks, her influence
is far-reaching.

Collaborations with Celebrities and
Brands
Sanrio has successfully collaborated

recognizable. Her face, featuring six

with various high-profile brands and
celebrities, further elevating Hello
Kitty's status. From MAC Cosmetics
to global superstars like Katy Perry,
these collaborations introduce her
to new audiences and ensure she re-
mains at the forefront of pop culture.

Hello Kitty in the Digital Age

Sanrio has adeptly used technology
to adapt Hello Kitty to the modern
age. She has a significant social me-
dia presence, video games, and even
her own YouTube channel. These dig-
ital platforms serve as new avenues
for fans to interact with her and for
Sanrio to introduce her to younger
generations who might not have en-
countered her through traditional
merchandise.

The Future of Hello Kitty: What Lies
Ahead

As Hello Kitty approaches her soth
anniversary, Sanrio shows no signs
of slowing down. Plans are in place
to ensure she continues to evolve and
adapt, staying relevant in a rapidly

changing world.

Innovations and Technological Ad-
vancements

Expect to see Hello Kitty taking ad-
vantage of new technologies such as
augmented reality and blockchain.
For instance, Sanrio could create vir-
tual Hello Kitty experiences or even
limited-edition digital collectibles
authenticated via blockchain.

Expansion into New Markets and De-
mographics

With a brand as strong as Hello Kit-
ty, the potential for expansion is
boundless. Sanrio is looking to grow
its market by targeting older demo-
graphics with higher-end products
ike jewelry and even furniture, tak-
ing the brand far beyond its origins
as a children’s character.

From a simple coin purse to a glob-
al icon, Hello Kitty's journey is a
case study in branding excellence.
Through strategic partnerships,
continuous innovation, and an un-
yielding focus on maintaining her
universal appeal, Sanrio has created
a brand that stands the test of time.
Whether you are a long-time fan or
a newcomer, the world of Hello Kit-
ty offers a sense of wonder, comfort,
and joy that transcends age and na-
tionality.
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Rahat Fateh Ali Khan released on bail after Dubai
detention in criminal defamation case

Pakistani singer Rahat Fateh Ali Khan has been released on bail after
being allegedly detained by the Dubai police on a criminal defamation
complaint filed by his former manager, Salman Ahmad. The unexpect-
ed turn of events unfolded last week. According to Geo News, Khan
was apprehended upon his arival in Dubai from Lahore on July 13.
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SALMAN KHAN{SAYS; “I| BELIEVE|
LAWRENCE BISHNOITRIED TQ KILL ME*

Bollywood superstar Salman
Khan has leveled serious al-
legations against gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi, claimin
that the notorious crimina
attempted to kill him and his
family members. The shock-
ing revelation came to light
in the chargesheet filed by
Mumbai police in connec-
tion with the firing incident
at Khan's residence, Galaxy
Apartments, in Bandra.
According to the 1,735-page
chargesheet, Salman de-
tailed the numerous threats
he and his family have en-
dured from Bishnoi and his
gang over the years. The ac-
tor expressed his belief that
the April 2024 shooting was
a direct attempt on his life,
orchestrated by the gangster.

According to a report by In-
dia Today, the statement
by the actor read, “I heard a
cracker-like sound, Then, at
around 4.55 am, the police
bodyguard said that two peo-
ple on a bike had fired from a

KARTIK AARYAN RETURNS TO
COMEDY, SIGNS PATI PATNI AUR
WOH 2

Kartik Aaryan is currently the one actor in tinsel
town who keeps surprising us with his lineup
of films. The talented heartthrob, fresh off the
recent success of his highly critically acclaimed
Chandu Champion, where he surprised every-
one with his performance, has now signed a new
project close to his heart. This will surely get his
fans excited as he returns to comedy. We hear
Kartik has given his nod to the sequel of Pati Patni
Aur Woh the 2019 blockbuster that rocked the box
office and entertained audiences to the fullest!

A source close to the project has said that the
script for the sequel has already been locked, and
Kartik is very excited to reprise his role as the
small-town simpleton. “Kartik loved the script of

weapon at the Galaxy Apart-
ment's first floor balcony.
There had been attempts to
hurt me and my family prior
to this as well. I have learnt
that Lawrence Bishnoi has

taken responsibility for the
attack from social media. So,
I believe that it is the Law-
rence Bishnoi gang who have
carried out the firing on my
balcony.”

It further read, “Earlier also,
Lawrence Bishnoi and his
gang members in an inter-
view ralked abour killing me
and my relatives. So, I believe
that Lawrence Bishnoi, with

PPAW 2 and, as soon as he gave his nod, the mak-
ers decided to get this one rolling soon. Knowing
the actor’s tight schedule and several films lined
up, the makers have secured his dates as soon as
possible. Once Kartik wraps up shooting for Bhool
Bhulaiyaa 3, PPAW 2 will go on floors,” revealed
the source.

After delivering blockbuster
hits like Bang Bang, War,
Pathaan, and Fighter, di-
rector Siddharth Anand
has confirmed his next
venture—a grand-scale,
two-hero action film set to
begin production in 2025.
Known for his high-octane
action sequences and spec-
tacular visuals, Siddharth

aims to push the envelope
further with this ambitious
project.

According to a report in
Pinkvilla, Siddharth has
been meticulously devel-
oping the script, exploring
new formats within the ac-
tion genre. “Siddharth is a
big endorser of the action
genre, and he has the aim

to explore new formats in
this space with his direc-
torial. After brainstormin
several ideas, he has locke
a big-scale two-hero action
film as his next directori-
al. He has been working on
the script for a while now
and is finally in the stage of
proceeding to casting,” re-
vealed a source.

SIDDHARTH ANAND’S NEXT: A MEGA-BUDGET TWO-HERO ACTION SPECTACLE
SETTO ROLLIN 2025
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EXPLORING THE SPIRITUAL MAJESTY
OF YAMUNOTRI DHAM: TOP 8 MUST-VISIT SITES

Yamunotri Dham, nestled in
the serene heights of the Hi-
malayas, is not only a pivotal
spiritual destination in the
Char Dham Yatra but also a
place of breathtaking natural
beauty and cultural signifi-
cance. This revered site, ded-
icated to Coddess Yamuna,
draws pilgrims and travelers
alike, offering a blend of di-
vine tranquility and scenic
splendor. Here, we delve into
the top eight locales within
Yamunotri that are essential
visits for any traveler, provid-
ing a deeper understanding of
their historical and religious
contexts, and tips on making
the most of your pilgrimage
Or visit.

The Spiritual and Scenic High-
lights of Yamunotri
Yamunotri Temple: The Sanc-
tified Start of the Char Dham
Yatra

The Yamunotri Temple, posi-
tioned at an altitude of 3,201
meters, is a cornerstone of
the Char Dham pilgrimage,
attracting thousands of dev-
otees annually. Dedicated to
Goddess Yamuna, it features
intricate architecture and of-
fers panoramic views of the
surrounding mountains. The
temple is accessible from May
to November, providing a se-
rene environment for wor-
ship and reflection.

Surya Kund: The Divine Ther-
mal Springs

Adjacent to the Yamunotri
Temple, Surya Kund is famed
for its thermal springs with
waters believed to possess
healing properties. Devotees
cook rice and potatoes in the
spring water, offering them
to the deity before consuming
them as 'Prasad’. This ritual is
thought to fulfill the wishes
of the pilgrims.

Divya Shila: The Rock of Di-
vine Light

Before entering the Yamuno-
tri Temple, pilgrims pay hom-
age at Divya Shila. This sacred
rock is revered for its spiritual
significance, and offerings
made here are believed to
bring blessings and purity to
the devotees' lives.

Janki Chatti: The Commence-
ment Point for Pilgrims

Janki Chatti serves as the
starting point for the trek to
Yamunotri Temple. Known
for its hot springs, itisa place
where pilgrims often bathe
before embarking on their
journey to the temple. The
area also provides various ac-
commodations, making it a
convenient stopover for trav-
elers.

Kharsali: A Blend of Nature
and Devotion

Kharsali, often referred to as
the winter home of Goddess
Yamuna, is picturesque with
its lush landscapes and an-
cient temples, including the

oldest Shani Dev Temple in
India. It's a perfect spot for
those looking to explore the
religious heritage and natural
beauty of the region.

Shani Dev Temple: The An-
cient Sanctuary

Located in Kharsali, this tem-
ple is dedicated to Lord Shani
and is considered one of the
oldest of its kind. It holds im-
mense religious importance
and is believed to have been
constructed by the Pandavas.

Barkot: The Scenic Stopover

Barkot, a charming hill sta-
tion near Yamunotri, offers
mesmerizing views of the
Bandarpoonch peak and the
Yamuna valley. It's an ideal
spot for trekking and other
outdoor activities, providing
a refreshing break from the
spiritual journey.

Hanuman Chatti: The Trek-
ker’s Base

This localeisa hub for trekkers
heading towards Darwa Top
and Dodi Tal. The Hanuman
Temple here is a significant
spot, and the area is equipped
with adequate facilities for
an ovemi%ht stay, making it
a practical and spiritual stop.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is the best time to visit
Yamunotri?

The ideal months to visit Ya-
munotri are May, June, Sep-
tember, October, and Novem-
ber. During these months,
the weather is conducive for
pilgrimage and sightseeing,
with minimal snow and com-
fortable temperatures.

How many days are sufficient
to explore Yamunotri?

Typically, one to two days
are adequate to explore Ya-
munotri and its immediate
surroundings. However, ex-
tending }rour stay might be
beneficial if you plan to visit
nearby attractions or engage
in trekking.

How can one reach Yamuno-
tri Temple?

The nearest airport to Yamu-
notri is Jolly Grant Airport in
Dehradun, located approx-
imately 215 km away. From
there, visitors can hire a taxi
or take a bus to reach Yamu-
notri. This route is among the
most convenient for travelers.
Are there any places near Ya-
munotri one can explore?
Yes, the region around Yamu-
notri is rich with destinations
worth visiting, including
Surya Kund, Janki Chatti, and
Bat?iot, each offering unique
experiences and insights into
the local culture and natural
beauty.

For a comprehensive trav-
el plan, consider booking a
Char Dham Yatra Package by
Indiathrills.com, which in-
cludes visits to all these sig-
nificant sites and ensures a
fulfilling pilgrimage experi-
ence.
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AND MORE...

CLOSE TO 50 PROGRAMS & 3 CAMPUS WCC CA
LOCATIONS TO SERVE THE COMMLNITY >

Abbotsford, BC Surrey, BC South Surrey, BC

Unit 201, 3670 Townline Rd Unit 201 8318 120 St Unit 204, 15850 24 Ave,
Abbotsford, BC V2T 5W8 Surrey, BC V3W 3N4 Surrey, BC V3Z 0G]
Tel : 604.776.1301 Tel : 604.594.3500 Tel : 604.594.3500
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NEW LOCATION IN
KELOWNA
OPENING SOON!!!
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NEWTON STORE: #106 - 12568 72nd Ave., Surrey 604-590-2400 BURNABY: 7565 6th Street, Bumaby 604-553-6603
NEWTON 80th AVENUE: 13208 80th Ave., Surrey T78-565-T880 PITT MEADOWS: 12169 Harris Rd, Pitt Meadows 604-459-8410
NEWTON EXCHANGE: 101-13753 72 Ave., Surrey 604-581-2400 RICHMOND: 9371 No 5 Rd, Richmond 604-285-2400
NEWTON EAST: 15299 68th Ave., Surrey 604-598-8006 NEWTON 64 AVE: 140- 6350 120 st, Surrey 778-565-1266
ABBOTSFORD: 31831 5. Fraser Way, Abbotsford 604-864-9193 LANGLEY: #50 - 20150 Langley Bypass, Langley 604-427-3912

ABBOTSFORD: 2777 Gladwin Road, Abbotsford 604-744-2077
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STORES OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Visit one of our great
locations so we can
serve you today!
You can also visit us online at www.sabzimandicanada.com




