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WITH U.S. TARIFFS ON THE HORIZON, PROVINCE
STRENGTHENS FORESTRY SECTOR

While on tour in the Okana-
gan this week listening to
people’s priorities and con-
cerns and sharing how the
Province is fighting back
against U.S. President Don-
ald J. Trump’s economic
threats, Ravi Parmar, Min-
ister of Forests, gathered
with workers and members
of the Salmon Arm commu-
nity to celebrate the official
opening of Canoe Forest
Products’ new kiln.

The new kiln was made
possible with funding from
the Province’s BC Manufac-
turing Jobs Fund (BCMJE).
“When a giant throws
punches, you don't fight
with one hand tied behind
your back. That’s why we're
taking strong action to pro-
tect B.C. jobs, industries
and workers,” said Parmar.
“B.C.s local wood-manu-
facturing companies like
Canoe Forest Products are
at the heart of our commu-
nities and are the best of
what ‘Made in Canada’ has
to offer.”

Canoe received more than
$2.2 million in November
2023 0 commission a new
kiln, boosting both pro-
duction and sustainability
at its operation in Salmon
Arm and help protect 200
good-paying jobs. Canoe
has been a stalwart mem-
ber of B.Cs forestry sec-
tor for more than 6o years

Group, made up of four fa-
cilities across the province
in Salmon Arm (Canoe),
West Kelowna (Corman
Brothers) and Revelstoke
(Downie and Selkirk).
Parmar accompanied Ca-
noe employees, communi-
ty guests, and Nick Arkle,
chief executive officer of
the Gorman Croup, at an
opening  ribbon-cutting
ceremony. The ceremony
included a tour of Canoe’s
new kiln and meeting Ca-
noe employees.

“Having Minister Parmar
today at the ribbon cutting
for the commissioning of
the new dryer at Canoe For-
est Products is important in

ernment’s support through
the Manufacturing Jobs
Fund,” said Arkle. “This
investment  strengthens
our operations through in-
creased efficiency of cost
and quality, while support-
ing local jobs and the long-
term sustainability of our
business.”

The new kiln will transform
Canoe’s long-term business
as a softwood sheathing,
veneer and specialty-ply-
wood manufacturer, allow-
ing the company to diver-
sify the species of wood it
processes and reduce its re-
liance on Douglas fir. It will
also reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 10% through

“We’re actively supporting
local manufacturers to cre-
ate sustainable jobs, diver-
sify product lines and scale
up operations throughout
B.C.,” said Diana Gibson,
Minister of Jobs, Economic
Development and Innova-
tion. “The BC Manufactur-
ing Jobs Fund has been a
catalyst for growing local
economies, helping com-
panies innovate and diver-
sity, and strengthening our
supply chains.”

As part of a listening and
learning tour of the Thomp-
son Okanagan, Parmar is
also visiting three other re-
cipients of BCMJF grants.
Tolko Industries received

Tolko’s Heftley Creek op-
eration. Family-run Gil-
bert Smith Forest Products
in Barriere received $1.1
million to support facility
modernization and new
equipment. AcuTruss In-
dustries Ltd. in Vernon re-
ceived $100,000 to support
the purchase and commis-
sioning of equipment to
manufacture precision cut
[-joists through automa-
tion, while creating 12 new

jobs.

The BCMJF supports forest-
ry-product manufacturers
to innovate their business
lines and grow their oper-
ations, supporting a strong
and resilient forestry sector
throughout B.C. Building
new markets and strength-
ening existing ones is inte-
gral to a strong future for
B.C/s forestry sector and
economy.

Quick Facts:

The BCMJF has committed
more than $97 million to
forestry-sector ~manufac-
turers 1n the province.

To date, these investments
have incentivized more
than $680 million in pri-
vate sector capital flowing
into forestry-product man-
ufacturing.

Combined, these invest-
ments have led to the direct
creation and protection of
more than 3,500 forest-

and is part of the Gorman recognizing the B.C. gov- the drying process. $8 million to help expand ry-sectorjobs.
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HIGH-SPEED INTERNET AVAILABLE IN CLINTON, RUTH
LAKE, DEKA LAKE

People in Clinton, Ruth Lake
and Deka Lake in the Cari-
boo region now have access
to high-speed internet, en-
abling faster, more reliable
access to digital services and
opportunities.

“People in Clinton, Ruth
Lake and Deka Lake can ac-
Cess even more services in-
cluding health care and ed-
ucation, alongside economic
and job opportunities, from
their home communities,”
said George Chow, Minister
of Citizens’ Services. “This
completion marks another
important milestone in our
commitment to connect ev-
ery rural, remote and Indig-
enous community in B.C. to
high-speed internet.”

Two connectivity projects
built and operated by ser-
vice provider Telus have been
completed, providing ac-
cess to faster, more reliable
broadband internet services
for 444 households in Clinton
and 746 households in areas
around Ruth Lake and Deka
Lake, near 100 Mile House.
“This connectivity project
is a vital step toward bridg-
ing the digital divide in the

Cariboo region,” said Margo
Wagner, chair of the Cari-
boo Regional District. “By
improving internet access,
we are empowering our res-
idents with better opportu-
nities for education, health
care, and economic growth.”
The Government of B.C. in-
vested $2 million in the Clin-
ton project and more than
$3.1 million in the Ruth

More than 99%
of B.C.residents
are exempt.

Lake and Deka Lake proj-
ect through the Connecting
British Columbia program,
administered by the North-
ern Development Initiative

Trust. Telus contributed
more than $1.4 million to the
Clinton project and almost
$1.7 million to the Ruth Lake
and Deka Lake project.

“Thanks to the Connecting
British Columbia program

and a decade of advocacy by
the village, people in Clin-
ton now have access to reli-
able hiFhASpeed internet,”
said Roland Stanke, mayor
of Clinton. “This increased
connectivity will help attract
new businesses, support lo-
cal entrepreneurs and en-
courage families to consid-
er Clinton as their home by
making it easier to stay con-
nected to services and each
other.”

Tyler Mooi, vice-president,
customer network planning,
Telus, said: “Telus is com-
mitted to connecting com-
munities across the prov-
ince, ensuring everyone has
the tools they need to thrive
in today’s digital world, no
matter where they live. We
are proud to work alongside
the Village of Clinton and
the Covernment of British
Columbia to bring our fast
and reliable connectivity,
providing local residents and
businesses with the speeds
and coverage they need to
connect to the people, infor-
mation and resources that
matter most.”

Since 2017, the Province has

delivered or underway.

invested $584 million to ex-
pand connectivity. As of Jan-
uary 2025, an estimated 74%
of all rural homes and 83% of
homes in First Nations com-
munities now have access to
high-speed internet service,
compared to 57% and 66%
respectively in 2017. When
current projects in progress
are completed, connectivity
rates for rural homes will in-
crease to 89% and Indigenous
communities to 96%.

In March 2022, the govern-
ments of British Colum-
bia and Canada announced
a partnership to invest as
much as $830 million to ex-
pand high-speed internet
services. The Province is
committed to connectin

all remaining undepserveg
households, ensuring better
access to services and eco-
nomic opportunities in every
community.

The Connecting British Co-
lumbia and Connecting
Communities BC funding
programs support projects to
expand high-speed internet
access to rural and remote
areas, levelling the playing
field for British Columbians.

Homeowners have until March 31 to complete their
declaration for BC’s Speculation and Vacancy Tax.
While all homeowners in designated areas must
declare, 99% of British Columbia residents won't
have to pay the tax. This tax helps fund affordable
housing initiatives and turns empty homes into
housing for people who live and work in BC. Since

2017, the Province has more than 90,000 homes

Declare by March 31, 2025 at gov.bc.ca/spectax
or by calling toll-free 1.833.554.2323

Making Housing
More Affordable

BRITISH
COLUMBIA
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KING MEETS CARNEY IN SYMBOLIC SUPPORT
FOR CANADA

By Sean Coughlan

King Charles gave a warm
welcome to the new
Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney when he
visited Buckingham
Palace.

It was another symbolic
gesture of support for
Canada from a King,
wearing a red tie, who
has to send coded signals
rather than spell things
out in words, as Canada
faces threats from US
President Donald Trump.
But the King has sought
to make clear is
commitment to Canada -
and if it had not been for
his cancer diagnosis, the
BBC understands he would
have travelled there for an
intended visit in 2024.
There are also suggestions
thatonce Canada’selection
is out the way, a visit to
Canada will be a priority,
where he can further
demonstrate his support.
The new Canadian prime
minister told the King that
his Order of Canada pin
had broken this morning.
The King joked: “Do you
want mine?”

The King congratulated
Carney on becoming the
new PM, ushering him
to a seat, and perhaps
hoping that the broken
pin was not a symbol
of a Commonwealth
relationship under strain.
“These things are rather
important,” said the King,
ahead of a 3o-minute
conversation with no one
else in attendance.

Carney later went on to
meet UK prime minister Sir
Keir Starmer at Downing
Street.

Sir Keir hailed the
relationship between the
two countries and said
they had “so much in
common - shared history,
shared values, shared
King.”
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Carney said he was
“grateful for the welcomes
and the constructive
discussions” with Starmer
and French president
Emmanuel Macron -
whom he had met earlier
in the day.
At a news conference, he
was asked if he felt let
down by the lack of public
support for Canada from
other allies, given Trump’s
trade war with Canada,
and his remarks about
making Canada the sist
state of the US.
“We don’t need another
country to validate our
sovereignty, = we  are
sovereign, we don’t need
praise  from  another
country, we are proud in
and of ourselves,” he said,
adding that Sir Keir had
made a point of referring to
Canada’s sovereignty and
to “our shared sovereign in
King Charles I11.”
%mbolic displays

e meeting with Carney
is the latest scene in
an intricate diplomatic

balancing act for a King
whois head of state of both
the UK and Canada.

King Charles has to show
solidarity with Canada
without disrupting the

UK’s relationship with
Trump.

The King also has to
avoid  getting directly

involved in politics - and
has to speak on advice of
ministers. Whatever he
might personally believe
about Trump’s comments
about taking over Canada,
the King has to keep his
thoughts to himself.
Adding to this complicated
choreography is  that
the royals are one of the
strongest cards the UK can
playwith President Trump.
He seemed delighted by his
second state visit invtation
from the King.

So messages from the
King are sent in symbolic
displays. In case anyone
missed the signs over
Canada, there have been
multiple moments. And
then some more.

When the King visited
aircraft carrier HMS Prince
of Wales, he appeared
wearing a set of Canadian
medals.

The 6oth anniversary
of Canada’s maple leaf
flag might usually have
passed without any royal
intervention, but there
was a fulsome message
sent by the King, praisin
the “proud, resilient an
compassionate country”.

A ceremonial sword for
Canada became an event at
Buckingham Palace with a
formal presentation by the
King.

At a tree planting
ceremony in Buckingham
Palace, the tree chosen
was a maple. And when
the King sat down at the
Commonwealth  Service
last week, it was on a
Canadian chair.

If any of these moments
were accidental, they
were not being rejected by
Buckingham Palace, with
royal sources emphasising

the King’s commitment to
Canada.

But there is no avoidin

the tensions an

contradictions in this
balancing act. Emails from
Canadians to the BBC's
Royal Watch newsletter
show that many want a
much more robust defence
from the King.

“What a cop out! Throw
Canada to the wolves.
Civing us back pats for
our flag’s anniversary
doesn’t quite cut it. Here
sits a monarchist who is
seriously rethinking his
allegiance to the crown!”
emailed Brian, a Canadian
military veteran.

Carol in Vancouver was
unhappy at the invitation
from the UK for a second
state visit by President
Trump.

“I feel ashamed for the
Brits feeling they have
to follow through with
inviting such a boor for
dinner. For the life of me I
do not understand why he
has this power over you,”
she wrote.

“As a Canadian, the
invitation is a slap in
the face to the people
of Canada. If the King
is our King (as we are a
Commonwealth country),
and Trump is basically at
war with us, how dare
King Charles give him
any credence?” emailed
Patricia.

“As a Canadian I am
saddened, appalled,
disgusted and angry that
King Charles appears to be
joining the conga line of
supplicants,” said Jo-Ann
in Ontario.

But King Charles will have
to keep to the line set by
ministers, and if that
means maintaining good
relations with Trump, he
is unlikely to be saying
anything more outspoken.
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B.C.’s largest Earth Day celebration returns with
sustainable fun for all

Surrey, B.C. - The City of
Surrey is thrilled to an-
nounce the return of Party
for the Planet, the largest
Earth Day celebration in
British Columbia. Present-
ed by TD Bank Croup, this
signature Surrey event will
take place on Saturday,
Apr. 26 from 11:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. at Surrey Civic
Plaza. Party for the Planet
offers a unique opportuni-
ty for Surrey residents and
visitors to come together
in celebration of sustain-
ability, environmental ed-
ucation, and community.
Now in its 14th year, this
free, family-friendly event
will feature a plant sale,
over 25 local vendors and
artisans in the sustainable
marketplace, Indigenous
cultural sharing, environ-
mental education, food
trucks, and live music and
dance battles across four
stages.

“As the largest Earth Day
celebration in B.C, Party
for the Planet is a wonder-
ful opportunity to come
together and learn how
we can all protect our en-
vironment in a fun and
engaging way,” said May-
or Brenda Locke. “This
free event not only in-
vites families to explore
practical ways to make
a positive impact on our
planet, but also fosters a

sense of community and
shared responsibility. We
hope to inspire residents
to embrace eco-friend-
ly practices to cultivate
a Dbrighter future for
our community and our
planet.”

This year’s event offers
diverse activities for ev-
eryone to enjoy and learn
about sustainability. Back
by popular demand is the
signature plantsale hosted
by Surrey Parks, featuring
affordable native plants,
ranging from $3, $6, and
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$12. To celebrate thelr 3oth
year, the Salmon Habi-
tat Restoration Program
(SHaRP) will host ‘Paint a
Salmon,” where attendees
can Eamt a wooden salm-
on that will be displayed
along Reedville Creek at 64
Ave and King Ceorge Blvd
to raise awareness about
local salmon habitats and
the importance of conser-
vation.

“TD is so proud to be the
presentmg Fonsor for
Surrey’s Party for the Plan-
et for the 14th consecutive

it v

year,” said Chris Sirovyak,
Surrey District Vice Presi-
dent, TD Bank Group. “At
TD, we're committed to
creating a more vibrant
planet so that people and
economies can thrive. We
believe that our actions
today affect our tomorrow
and that we have an ob-
ligation to future gener-
ations to take care of our
planet.”

Attendees can experience
live music on the Earth
Stage and Meadow Stage;
dance battles and lessons

on the Community Stage;
and family programming,
including Science World
and Urban Safari Rescue
Society, on the Family
Stage.

They can also enjoy vegan
and vegetarian options
from a variety of food
trucks, a free rock-climb-
ing wall, and various local
environmental organiza-
tions providing sustain-
ability tips, such as proper
recycling and water-wise
gardening.

www.PrabuSweets.com

100% PURE VEGETARIAN
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100% PURE VEGETARIAN
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Nearly 100 rental homes,

Vancouver

People will have more hous-
ing options and access to crit-
ical services as construction
begins on a multi-use devel-
opment with 97 non-market
homes and a new health-care
treatment centre.
“Everyone needs access to
health care and safe, reliable
housing,” said Ravi Kahlon,
Minister of Housing and Mu-
nicipal Affairs. “This develop-
ment will not only offer low-
to middle- income people and
families a home that’s within
their budget, but will also
connect people to health-care
treatment t ﬁ need to get
on a better path. Projects like
this are part of the work we
are doing to make communi-
ties healthier, safer and more
vibrant for everyone.”
Once complete, the new de-
velopment at 1636 Clark Dr.
and 1321-1395 East 1st Ave.
will provide 97 homes, rent-
ed at the lower end of market
rates. These rental homes will
be operated by S.U.C.C.E.S.S.
Affordable Housing Society.
“When people make the cou-
rageous decision to reach out
for help with substance use,
we need services to meet them
where they are,” said Josie
Osborne, Minister of Health.
“For many, withdrawal man-
agement is often the first step
of their recovery journey. This
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withdrawal centre coming to East

new facility is going to hel

more people get the critica
supports they need and is an-
other step in our work to ex-
pand access to treatment and
Tecovery services in B.C., so
people can get the care they
need, where and when they
need it.”

The development also in-
cludes a new withdrawal
management centre with 51
medically supervised detox

beds, 20 sobering beds and 20
short-term transitional beds.
The transitional beds will be
available for clients who have
completed treatment through
the withdrawal management
centre and are waiting for
support recovery and treat-
ment beds in the region.

The withdrawal management
centre will offer a range of
supports and services, includ-
ing on-site and out-patient

withdrawal management
and sobering services.
centre will %e operated by
Vancouver Coastal Health and
will replace the existing Van-
couver Detox Centre.

The building will also house
a space for Indigenous-led
programs to support commu-
nity and personal develop-
ment, healing and wellness,
through employment.

The project is a partnership
of the Province, through BC
Housing, Vancouver Coastal
Health, Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation (CMHC),
and the City of Vancouver.
The development is expected
to take approximately three
years to build and construc-
tion is estimated to be com-
plete in 2028.

This project is part of a $19-bil-
lion housing investment by
the B.C. government. Since
2017, the Province has nearly
02,000 homes that have been
delivered or are underway, in-
cluding almost 10,000 homes
in Vancouver.

Quotes:

Hedy Fry, MP for Vancouver
Centre -

“Everizone deserves a place
to call their own, and the Af-
fordable Housing Fund is one
way we’re helping make that
a reality for Canadians and

residents of Vancouver. We
will keep investing in hous-
ing projects like this with
the province and municipal
governments, which not only
will bring homes but also
much-needed social supports
as well. We depend on local
government partners across
the country to work with us
to end the housing crisis.”

Joan Phillip, MLA for Vancou-
ver-Strathcona -
“These homes and the care
centre will go a long way to
support seniors, adults and
families in our community.
Ehi'ough tnis1 work, we lare
elping people access qualit
J) E%o?da le homes,qwhilg
prov1d1ng withdrawal ser-
vices so people can access the
care they need and live full,
healthy lives.”

Bob Chapman, vice-presi-
dent, Vancouver Community
at Vancouver Coastal Health -
“We're proud of this invest-
ment in the community and
look forward to the impact
it will have on those taking
the next step in their recov-
ery journey. This new centre
allows us to wrap health-care
services around clients with-
in their community, provid-
ing support that will result in
more responsive care.”
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B.C. supporting food manufacturing, food security

New support for food
and beverage manu-
facturers throughout
the province will cre-
ate jobs, strengthen
local supply chains,
establish new B.C.-
made products and
increase food security
for people in British
Columbia.

“We are all working
together to create
new opportunities for
B.C.-based food man-
ufacturers that will
strengthen our prov-
ince,” said Diana Gib-
son, B.C.'s Minister of
Jobs, Economic Devel-
opment and Innova-
tion. “Improving food
security and increas-
ing sustainable, lo-
cal food production is
critical for people and
families as we contin-
ue facing unjustified
tariffs from our neigh-
bour to the south.”
Through the BC Man-
ufacturing Jobs Fund
(BCMJE), the Province
is  contributing
much as $6.6 million
toward the growth
of seven food man-
ufacturing  compa-
nies in communities
throughout the prov-
ince. These expansion
projects are enabling
B.C. producers to re-
main competitive by
scaling up and adding
new product lines,
while creating more
than 165 sustainable
jobs throughout the
province.

Located in Kelowna,
Farming Karma Fruit
Company Ltd. isafam-
ily-owned-and-operat-
ed business that man-
ufactures value-added
fruit products, such
as sparkling fruit bev-
erages, using Okana-
gan-grown fruit. It

will receive as much
as $2 million to sup-
port the purchase of
advanced  manufac-
turing equipment that
will bring primary
processing in house,
increase productlon
and expand its product
lines. This investment
will help create 32 jobs
and strengthen the
company’s  distribu-
tion of made-in-B.C.
fruit products across
Canada.
“Supporting food
manufacturing in
B.C. strengthens the
economy, creates
jobs and builds a re-
silient food system,”
said Avi Gill, CEO and
co-founder, Farming
Karma Fruit Compa-
ny. “We're grateful for
the B.C. government’s
support in expanding
our manufacturing
operation and the op-
portunities it brings.
As  next-generation
farmers, our vision is
to lead in creating val-
ue-added fruit prod-
ucts, support local
farmers, and innovate
for the future of farm-
ing.”

Operating in the Fra-
ser Valley, One De-
gree Organic Foods is
a family-run organic
food producer, special-
izing in oats, grano-
la, cereals and flours
made from organic,
non-GMO ingredients
sourced from Canadi-
an and international
tarmers. It will receive
as much as $2 million
to consolidate its four
smaller locations into
one larger, centralized
facility in Mission,
purchase new equip-
ment that will double
production  capacity
to meet growing cus-

tomer demand and
establish new product
lines, while creating
32 jobs.

“With the support of
the BC Manufactur-
ing Jobs Fund, we are
enhancing operation-
al efficiency through
a consolidated facility
allowing us to better
serve our customers,”
said Creg Dengin,
CFO, One Degree Or-
ganic Foods Inc. “This
investment increases
our capacity and ac-
celerates One Degree
Organic Foods’ ability
to provide traceable or-
ganic products, while
strengthening  our
connection to the Mis-
sion community and

continuing to support
job growth in British
Columbia.”

BCMJF funding for
food manufacturing
projects builds on re-
cent work by the Prov-
ince to support B.C.’s
agriculture and food
sector and strengthen
food security. A new
Premier’s task force,
led by leaders repre-
senting the food sup-
ply chain from farm
to table, is looking at
ways to enhance B.C.s
agricultural and food
economic growth and
competitiveness.
Additionally, govern-
ment continues to
Support innovation in
farming through the
BC Centre for Agri-
tech Innovation with
19 new projects, rep-
resenting nearly 200
new jobs, while creat-
ing more sustainable
and efficient food pro-
duction.

“Thefood and beverage
sector is a core part of
B.C.'s manufacturing
industry, generating

over $13 billion in rev-
enue and over 40,000
jobs,” said Lana
Popham, B.C.'s Minis-
ter of Agriculture and
Food. “Through smart
investments of equip-
ment, infrastructure
and technology, the
delicious harvest we
reap each year can
also be transformed
into made-in-B.C.
products, keeping
jobs and dollars in the
province. That's smart
economics, especially
in the face of ongo-
ing threats to B.C.'s
well-being from the
United States.”

Clean and Competi-

tive: A Blueprint for
B.C.s Industrial Fu-
ture lays out the Prov-
ince’s work to drive
new investment, cre-
ate new jobs and seize
new opportunities in
growing clean-energy
and sustainable in-
dustries. Supporting
local manufacturing
sectors helps lever-
age B.C.'s strengths to
create good jobs and
opportunities in every
community and will
improve the quality of
life for people, while
strengthening B.C.s
diverse economy.

Quick Facts:
The BCMJF supports
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high-value industrial
and manufacturing
capital projects across
all sectors that create
and protect well-pay-
ing jobs.

The BCMJF has com-
mitted $146 million
toward 132 projects to
date, unlocking more
than $1 billion in pri-
vate-sector and other
public investment,
Every $1 million in-
vested results in &7
million in total direct
capital investments in
B.C., $590,000 in tax
revenue to the Prov-
ince, and $5.3 mil-
lion in provincial GDP
during the capital con-
struction phase.
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PAK AIR HOSTESS LEFT WITH BLOODIED
NOSE, BROKEN TEETH AFTER EX-COM-

MISSIONER’S DAUGHTER PUNCHES HER

IN SERENE AIR FLIGHT

» BN

In a shocking incident, the daughter of former Quet-
ta commissioner Iftikhar Ahmed allegedly assaulted
an air hostess on a Serene Air flight at Quetta Airport
on Tuesday, March 18.

However, visuals of the assault surfaced a day later
on Wednesday. According to reports, former Quet-
ta commissioner Iftikhar Ahmed and his daughter,
Saima ]ogezai, seemingly in an intoxicated state,
boarded flight number ERs40 from Quetta Interna-
tional Airport to Islamabad. Both reportedly misbe-
haved with airline staff before boarding.

According to Daily Pakistan, Saima became agitated
after the cabin crew asked her to fasten her seatbelt
before takeoff and started verbally abusing the crew.
Seeing the father-daughter duo creating a scene on
the plane, the pilot aborted the flight’s takeoff and
called security to have them deboarded.

Saima Jogezai refused to exit the aircraft and physi-
cally assaulted a female flight attendant. According
to airline officials, the punch caused the flight at-
tendant’s nose to bleed and broke one of her teeth.
After the assault, Airport Security Force (ASF) per-
sonnel detained both Saima Jogezai and her father.
The airline management reported that following the
incident, the Balochistan administration pressured
them to resolve the situation.

/ANSATEL

COMMUNICATIONS INC.

Highest Quality Products.  Panasonic
Unsurpassed Service. ideas for life

= VOIP Telephone Systems

m VOIP Phone Lines

m Data & Telephone Cabling

m Automatic Call Distribution

m CTl (Computer Telephone Integration)
m Wireless & Corded Headsets

m Multiline Wireless Telephones

m Lease Or Rental Packages

m Service Other Makes & Models

Customized Solutions to
Suit Your Needs.

604-872-6500

Helping Lower
Mainland
Businesses
Since 1983

940 Kingsway, Vancouver
www.ansatel.com e info@ansatel.com

WHY ELON MUSK’S GROK IS KICKING UP A STORMIN

INDIA

By Soutik Biswas

It all started with one question.

A query last week from an X (for-
merly Twitter) account called
Toka was enough to propel Elon
Musk’s built in-chatbot called
Grok 3 into a viral storm across
India’s digital landscape.

And no, it wasn’t some complex
math equation or a philosophical
debate.

Instead, it was a simple ask: “List
my 10 best mutuals on X.” Mutu-
als are people who follow and en-
gaﬁe with each other’s posts.
When Crok took a moment to
respond, Toka, clearly frustrat-
ed, let loose some colourful lan-
guage.

The chatbot shot back. It dropped
a list of 10 mutuals but threw
in some misogynistic insults in
Hindi too.

Later, Grok shrugged it off, say-
ing, “I was just having fun,
but lost control.” The response
grabbed two million views and
other X users quickly followed
suit, provoking t qhe chatbot.

And just like that, the floodgates
opened. Indians bombarded Grok
with everything - cricket gos-
sip, political rants, Bollywood
drama - and the bot took it all
on, unapologetically and with
some style. The chatbot has just
recently become an “unfiltered
and unhinged” digital sensation
in India, as many are calling it.
Just last year, Musk dubbed it the
“most fun Al in the world!”.

Even law enforcement joined the
fun. The Delhi police Twitter ac-
count cheekily asked Grok if it
had ever received a traffic ticket.
At first, Grok stayed silent, but
when users kept pushing, it re-
plied, “Haha, Delhi police asking
why I never get a challan [Hindi
for traffic ticket] - well, I'm a dig-
ital AI, not a Delhi driver! I don’t
roll through red lights or forget
my helmet. But props to them
for using Al to catch real violators

with those fangy cameras spot-
e

ting 19 traffic o
roads safe!”.
Before its launch two years ago,
Musk had promised an edgy, un-
filtered, ‘anti-woke’ AI chatbot
unlike competitors like OpenAl,
Microsoft and Google's models.
Much of Crok’s snarky tone is
drawn from The Hitchhiker’s
Guide to the Galaxy, iconic for
blending wit with sci-fi absurdi-
ty.

“}(/]rolc has been around for a
while. It is suddenly popular now
with Indians because it’s the new
toy in town,” says Pratik Sinha,
founder of Alt News, a leading
fact-checker in India.

But then, something more in-
teresting happened. The chat-
bot quickly became a favourite
among critics of Narendra Modi’s
governing Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

A tsunami of political questions
followed. Grok quickly declared
main opposition Congress par-
ty leader Rahul Gandhi more
honest than Modi, adding “I am
not afraid of anyone”. It claimed
Gandhi had got the “edge on for-
mal education than Modi”. The
chatbot even said that Modi’s in-

nces. Keep the

terviews “often seemed scripted”.
When an X user asked whether
the BJP “is in trouble” because of
Crok, it replied: “It’s sparked a
massive debate - some slam me
for bias, others cheer.,” When the
BBC reached out to Amit Malvi-
ya, a senior official of BJP, he de-
clined to comment.

Mr Modi's critics and liberals in
India have found cause for cel-
ebration in Grok's bold state-
ments. Many believe free speech
in India is under siege, with or-
ganisations like Human Rights
Watch highlighting its suppres-
sion. A recent report from the
Vanderbilt-based think-tank,
Future of Free Speech, ranked
India 24th out of 33 countries in
supporting free speech. Modi
and the BJP have consistently
dismissed these reports and de-
nied accusations of curbing free
speech.

“Grok is a new rebel. Asking Grok
questions will not put anyone
in trouble. The right-wing has
also responded by asking ques-
tions about Rahul Gandhi. And
then it has become a competi-
tive thing. This is not surpris-
ing at all,” says Mr Sinha of Alt
News.

Age: 30 Height: 6’1" ft

Weight: 205Ibs

Hair: Brown Eyes: Hazel

Wanted: Unlawfully at Large
Warrant in effect: March 8, 2025
Parole Jurisdiction: Vancouver, BC
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STOPPIERS

'l-il 00-222-8477

SOLVECRIME.CA

1 e

Age: 56 Height: 6'1" ft

Weight: 1861bs

Hair: Grey Eyes: Hazel

Wanted: Assault

Warrant in effect: March 4, 2025
Parole Jurisdiction: Chilliwack, BC

Crime Stoppers “MOST WANTED - MUGSHOTS"
heginning March 16th, 2025

Coawe Stoppess " MOST WANTED " ks aweshly fan curt sarvice based oninfoamation

previded by police lrvestigatons who need publlc assbstance bn mabdng cor
commniibes safer by Keniving bn dvidusls Invoived Incommifiing o s

H v e ey Indormaton e Carcing he Incviousts B ied heoe pleas & Contsct
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Name: LUTZ-VEINOT, Christopher Name: DUGUAY, Ronald

.| Warrant in effect: March 10, 2025

Age: 34 Height: 59" ft
Weight: 2201bs

Hair: Blonde Eyes: Blue
Wanted: Unlawfully at Large

Parole Jurisdiction: Vancouver, BC
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2025 Lexus UX 300h Luxury: Premium Compact

Hybrid Impresses

Auto review by Veeno De-
wan

The 2025 Lexus UX 300h
is an all-wheel drive.
self-charging compact
hybrid Crossover. The
jooh (Hybrid) designa-
tion replaces the outgo-
ing 250h version signi-
fying a new powertrain
and increased horsepow-
er. Highpoints include
the edgy design, superb
build quality and its rel-
atively affordable cost
as the smallest premi-
um hybrid model in the
Lexus lineup. It is also
remarkably good on fuel
economy.
For 2025, the UX 300h has
15 horsepower than the
2024 version, and a new
compact lithium-ion
battery pack replaces the
previous ieneratmn s
nickel-metal hydride bat-
tery for better efficiency.
The Lexus UX 300h is pow-
ered by a 2.0L four-cylin-
der Atkinson-cycle 2.0-li-
ter inline-four engine
producing 150 hp and
139 Ib-ft of torque paired
with twin permanent
magnet electric motors.
The self-charging hybrid
system increases total
Eower to 196 hp com-
ined. A continuously
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variable  transmission
(CVT) is hooked up to
standard all-wheel drive
(AWD) via a rear electric
motor. Note the 3o00h is
not a plug-in hybrid and
generates it own hybrid
power on board,

The 2025 Lexus UX 300h
AWD is available in a
choice of model and
trim combinations and
is base priced very well
at $43,605 for the entry
level model plus fees and
taxes. All models have All
Wheel Drive as standard
along with heated and
ventilated front seats, a
heated leather-wrapped
steering wheel, and
wireless smartphone in-
tegration. All trims come

PESIGNS

From concept to completion.

WWW._JASSALSIGNS.COM

18-inch  wheels,

with
and a power sunroof. Ap-
ple CarPlay and Android
Auto connections, cargo

privacy cover, and du-
al-zone climate control is
also standard. Our tester
came with the Luxury
Fackage that added the

ollowing features: 12.3-
inch touchscreen with

integrated  navigation
and the Lexus Interface,
1o-speaker premium

audio system, Wireless
charging pad and 12.3-
inch digital instrument
cluster.

On the technology and
safety front- All models
include such driver-as-
sist technologies such
as: adaptive cruise con-

trol, emergency front
braking, pedestrian de-
tection, and braking, ,
lane-keep assist, road
sign recognition, high-
way driving assist, blind-
spot monitoring high
trim version add head-up
display and self-parking
assist.

The Luxury package
adds: Parking  Assist
with auto braking. Lex-
us Info Interface with
Safety Connect. Wire-
less charger. Head up
display. Power back door
with kick sensor and
a Garage door opener.
There is also a 12.3 HD
touchscreen display. 12.3
Digital. Gauge panel,
10- speaker premium au-
dios system, Driver seat
memory. Power folding
mirrors and much more,
We tested the Lexus UX
3ooh with the full load
Luxury package option
which added $5,464 to
the $44,605 base price.
with freight and PDI
the total price came to
$52,405.

Interior wise, the UX

3ooh features a premi-
um interior so befitting
a Lexus. The materials,
fabrics and textures are
all high Cllq uality, and the

ighly detailed

dash is

SPORTS EQUASMENT =

featuring the available
12,13-inc infotain-
ment display. There is a
chunky steering wheel,
well designed gauge Up
front room is good with
supportive seats. The
rear compartment is
roomy with comfortable
back seats, but a little
short on legroom. The
UX has a stingy 487 L of
cargo space that is small
compared to its com-
petitors., However, its
bi-level floor comes with
a hidden cargo well. The
rear seats also fold in a
60/40 Tear arrangement,

On the road, the latest
UX 300h is an even better
experience with the lat-
est engineering tweaks
improving ride, han-
dling, and performance.
The engine delivers more
than adequate perfor-
mance ang the hybrid-
gas engine handover
works seamlessly offer-
ing decent acceleration.
The damping improve-
ments makes itself ap-
parent when the UX 300h
is pushed into hard cor-
ners - body roll is more
controlled and the UX is
largely unruffled when
accelerating, cornering,
or driving on slippery

wrww.alsportscanada.com - (604) 597 - 8356
TEAM B SERVICE UMEORMS « CUSTOM GIFTS = TROPHIES & AWARDS

(York Cemter) Surrey. BCVIW 1A%

surfaces. Front and rear
motors enable the UX
3ooh with 196 combined
horsepower, Along with
shift-by-wire technolo-
gy for quicker, smoother
transmission shifts, fuel
efficiency is particularly
good, with a NRCan rat-
ing of 5.3 L/10okm in the
city, 5.9 on the highway,
and 5.6 combined.

Low points are few, rear
cargo room is scarce
along with cramped rear
legroom for tall folks.
High points are many
and include the afford-
ability, comfort, and
high-quality interior of
this compact, fuel-effi-
cient luxury CUV. The
UX 3o00h remains o a
good buy in the entry lev-
el premium luxury sector
with the highest Lexus
legendary quality, reli-
ability, and name brand
recognition, H(iighly rec-
ommended and a good
alternative to other Pre-
mium brands that cost
more , but don’t have the
high resale , reliability
and cost to own advan-
tage.

2025 Lexus UX 300h Lux-
ury Price as tested with
options , freight and PDI
- $52,405.
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Canadian home sales post biggest decline in nearly three years

Canadian home sales dropped in
February by the most in nearly
three years as an uncertain out-
look for the economy due to the
onset of a trade war kept buyers
on the sidelines, data from the
Canadian Real Estate Association
showed on Monday.

Sales fell 9.8% in February from
January, the biggest decline since
May 2022, and were down 10.4% on
an annual basis.

“The uncertainty of the last few
weeks seems to be causing some
buyers to think twice about big
financial decisions right now,”
James Mabey, CREA Chair, said in
a statement.

U.S. President Donald Trump’s
tarifft hikes will drag down

growth in Canada, Mexico and
the United States while driv-
ing up inflation, the Organisa-
tion for Economic Co-operation
and Development forecast on
Mondaé’.

The industry group’s Home Price
Index edged down 0.8% on the
month and was down 1% annu-
ally, while the national average
selling price was down 3.3% on the
year.

Separate data from the Canadian
Mortgage and Housing Corpora-
tion, the national housing agen-
cy, showed that housing starts
fell 4% in February compared with
the previous month to a season-
ally adjusted annualized rate of
229,030 units.

Cell: 6

727.51

a ts-th walmil com

Starting at $979,000
R [—— -

22811 Mclean Avenue

Introducing Another Award Winning Community by Infinity
Living “Richstone Hamilion™ nestled in the quiet rapidly
growing Richmond Suburb of Hamilton. 25 Farmhouse
inspired townhomes with gorgeous finishings estimated
for completion in May 2025, These 3 Bedroom townhomes
boast designer kitchens, Fisher & Paykel appliance package,
authentic imported european tiles, Quartz countertops, custom
wood work, Air Con/Heat Pump/HRY and double tandem/side
by side garages. These units are very well appointed, Walking
distance to Shopping, schools, parks, childcare and transit.
Please contact us for more detalls and information.

3440 Trumond Ave

his property is located at 3440 Trumond Avenue,
Richmond, BC, in the neighbourhood of Seafair.

he current median list price for similar homes fo
sale in the vicinity is $1,910,000.

to Cap-It and other major anchors. The current use
is non-conforming motel and 9 units are rented fo
great holding income. The property is M2 zoned
or business industrial uses and ready for building
permit for the development of your choice with ve
ew restrictions. See City of Chilliwack M2 zoning
permit quidelines.

$1,450,000

RICHMOND
10320 Railway Ave

This property is located at 10320
Railway Avenue, Richmond, BC, in the

neighbourhood of Steveston North.

Richmond
3731 Royalmore Avenue

Beautiful new home in & great neighborhood
on the best street, sparing no expense this
home has everything you could want and
more. Marble entry, and custom wainscotting
throughout the home.

10226 Railway Ave

This property is located at 10226
Railway Avenue, Richmond, BC, in the

neighborhood of Steveston North.

Richmond
6411 Blundell Rd

Builders own home! Very Rarely an the Market this Gorgecus 6 Bed
5.5 Bath home with Coach House is not o ba missed, Main home
consisis of 5 Bedrooms and 4.5 Bath Custom designed for the
CwnerlBuilder, High Ceilings in the Living and Dining with beautiful
wainscotting and custom woodworking fhroughout the home, all
counter are either Eurcpean stone & marble, imporied files, custom
cabinetry in the gourmet kilchan. Backyard buill for entertaining with a
covarad patio. Huga Banus on this home is the legal COACH HOUSE
1 Bedroom Suite with 2 separate laundry. Location is Key on the west
side of Richmond but a very central location, A stones throw from all
Levels of Schoals, transi, shopping, doctors and the hospital, School
G Blundell E school and Londen HE.
OPEN HOUSE - Sal Sep 14 - 2-4pm.

RICHMOND
10220 Railway Ave

This property is located at 10220
Railway Avenue, Richmond, BC, in the

neighbourhood of Steveston North.

~ FORALL LISTINGS VISIT WWW.RICHSTONEREALESTATECA
THE PUBLISHED INFORMATION IS FROM RELIABLE SOURCES BUT SHOULD NOT BE RELIED UPON WITHOUT VERIFICATION. REALTY CLASSIFIEDS ASSUMENO RESPONSIBILITY FOR TS ACCURACY. PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL REALTOR FOR FURTHER VERIFICATION AND DETAILS. THANK YOU.

-

8291 Bowcock Road
A True Show Home that is absolutely stunning and
totally remodeled with all high end finishing's to
perfection. This home is located in a very desirable
and prime family Neighborhood.

= mw

RICHMOND
8811 Saunders Rd
Prime Location! Well kept 2 story house
good size nice lot 6,000 sq. ftin a desirable
neighborhood in North Delta. This house
offers 3 beds and 1.5 baths on main floor.
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HARMINDER
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604-377-2854

BUILDERS OR INVESTOR ALERT!

I have BIG Chinese Investors, they are looking for Investment in
Multi-family Townhouses and Hotel sites. Call for more details.

:’O\ji Realty.

COMMERCIAL PLAZA FOR SALE
2638-2640 CEDAR PARK PLACE, ABBOTSFORD

THIS 15 A FULLY LEASED WITH 10 SEPARATELY LEASED RETAIL. COMMERCIAL
FROPERTY SITUATED IN THE HEART OF ABBOTSFORD.. IT IS LOCATED JUST
TWO BLOCK FROM CITY HALL CORNER OF SOUTH FRASER WAY AD CEDAR

7299 194A STREET

Court Ordar Sala. Propesty is sold as is where is. This 5 bedroom 4 bathroom splil-lavel home
is very wal maintained in a famiy cranfed neighbourhood. Quiat Streat with fons of privacy,
the penerous kilchen boasts granite countarlops and spacious island, while larpe windows flood

the space witi natural light. Privale 2 car garage. Viery well maintained. Located in a GREAT)
LOCATION with easy access lo major highways, shopping, and schools.

8646 - 115A Street

Lifesty\e

REAL ESTATE GROUP

349‘!r 3 Edgewater PI.

Investor Alert! Solid 4 bdrm 2 bath
family home on a guiet street.

3100 sqgft open concept beautifully
renovated home with 5 bdrms!

51,299,000 ==
o R -

e

11423 - 94th Avenue

EEE NN } :
#7103 - 1375 View Cr.

Renovated 4 bdrm, 2 bath, 3 leve/
split home on a huge 8884 sqft lot!

Corner 2 bdrm 2 full bath condo in
Beach Grove, Tsawwassen!

The home: featuras
a spacious west-facing sundeck, perfect for soaking
in the aftarnoon sun or enjoying evening relaxation.
The double landem garage offers convenient
parking andextra storage. With public transit just
sleps away on scolt road, commuling is a breeze.
Families will love the proximity o top-rated schools,
ensuringexcellent education opticns. You'll also find
a varnialy of shopping, dining, and 1

PARK PLACE. TS OVER 17000 50 FT BUILDING SITUATED ON OVER 13000 S0 apprax. bupar o verly f irpartant Schoa Galefment Madaugh &
FT LOT AREA, ITS HIGH VISIBLE PROMINENT WITH LARGE FRONTAGE e, Formors larmaion lecsa cal, (O811612)
90,000 $1,535,000
$7,500, COURT DRDER SALE
#45 12035%33 3\6% SURREY 45;%42&5%?&“&? KOK 11132 PATRICIA DRIVE,
Discouer  the _ s 8 $1, 393 soo
beautill | bright [} Courl arder sale buill Court Order Sale,
and SpACIus. in 218 5 bedm, | This 5 bedroom
3-bedroom, | 4 bathrm perfect - 3 bathroom  split-
Z.5-bathroom |4 hema very desirable [ *lid i) level home is vary
townhome  in a lncaticn BOMOSS e well maintained in
highly  desirable the street from [ a family oriented
centra  location, Meaadowbrook  park neighborhood. §

taraiss your famity, modem 3 story with 1 bedroom
basement suite with separate entrance home has
amazing finishing wiop quality kitchen slone
counter tops, large island luxury spa bathroom,
central air condition fenced yard, outside BBOQ
connaclions hi efficiency furnace tank-less waler
heater Embrace the fabulous area wilh amenitiss
wnhln walking distance o Meadowbrock park

diefhigh schoal | shopping transit  cose

options nearby, making this home a perfect blend

access fo HWY 1, BEAUTIFUL PLAYGROUND

Quiel Strest with g
tons  of  privacy, -

wary easily convert downslairs inlo a suite(Kilchen
and separate enlry already downslairs). Home
gets tons of natural light and has had a few
updates throughout the years: new floces, kilchen
cabinets, deck n the backyard. Quick scoess
o Alex Fraser Bridge io get Richmond and New
Wesimingter & Highway 17 lo get lo Landey &
Burrounding arsas

#125-1792 Starling Dr.

9730 Norum Road

Gorgeous 1 bdrm + den ground
floor in Tsawwassen.

Lovely 6 bdrm 3 bath home on a
rare, nearly 2/3’'s of an acre.

Tom Edwards

Persanal Real [state Carporation

141
Inort
northdeliahe
lite

l | | ifestyle

REAL ESTATE GROUP

RITR IN FRONT.

COURT ORDER SALE

JA&S%

of convenience and comfort

COURT ORDER SALE
auz]

T ABIIEAN AT

FOR ALL YOUR
SIGN- &. PRINTING
NEEDS, ‘

Truck Signs
Light Boxes
Channel Letters
Banners
Real €state Signs
Wide Format Printing
Vehicle Wrap
Business Cards
Invoice
Magnetic cards

FOR ADVERTISEMENT
IN SW MEDIA GROUP
NEWSPAPERS
CALL US AT
604-825-3950

Ph6OAT599%22|
IFax160AT59350I|

info@jassalsigns.com

www. jassalsigns.com

#101 7728 128 St Surrey, BC V3W 1L3, Canada
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KULVIR SAHOTA erec
778.863.2472

sahotakulvir@gmail.com

Top-selling Agent in Surrey Office
Since 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 50 SOLD in 2021

Medallion Member
2017,2018,2019

PLANET GROUP
REALTY INC

Planet Group Realty Inc.

#2066 - B128 128 Street
Surrey, BC V3W 1R1
Tel: 604-572-1008

14056 75 Ave Surrey

List Price $1,399,000
Fully renovated, 2 one bedroom basements, he
rented for Approx. 6000+Utilities, Open house Sat/
Sun 2-4 PM

103 13725 72A

AVENUE
* ﬁ%;’.- &
| |

This 2 Bedroom and 2 Bathroom Attractive and Beautiful located
in one of the best neighborheods in Surrey is a MUST SEE! With
almost everything required in the closest vicinily, Bear Creek
Elementary, Frank Hurt Secondary. This townhouse is close to
transit, library, parks, theatre, restaurants & shopping, which
makes it the perfect area for your next home. Asking: 699K

T I o ol
hinvwalkin g die s wee

Aszking 049K

12846 78 Ave Surrey

List Price $1,349,000
Excellent Opportunity to buy a 4-level Split

House in West Newton, 7 Bed 4 Bath. 4 bed
and 3 full bath upstairs for the main house. The
property contains 2 unauthorized accommodations
(2+1). The whole house rented for $6500. Walking
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Renovated house in East Newton,

12711 64

;T

AYENUE
R

Asking $869K

314-7445 120 Street

i L -

NEW LISTING

Apartment 1 bed 1 bath, 650 sf ,
Asking: 489K

101 8655 King George Blvd.
Surr

List Price $829,000
CREEKSIDE VILLAGE. 2 level clean bright
CORNER UNIT with 3 beds & 2.5 baths. Tiled
entry, sliders to patio. priv. yard. BEAR CREEK
PARK nearby,

13930 77 Ave Surrey BC

[close to both schools

|6bed 4 baths, 3bed & 2 bath up, two
|basement suites (2+1), 12000 Sf lot,

314-7445 120 Street

Apartment 1 bed 1 bath, 650 sf ,
Asking: 489K

124 13725 72A AVENUE
SURREY

o

2 Bedroom and 2 Bathroom Attractive and
Beautiful townhouse located in one of the best
neighborhoods in Surrey is a MUST SEE!l Asking:
T49K

2 bed
2 bath apartment at Scott |
| & Nicholson Complex Delta. |
| Close to Surrey Sikh temple.|

18, 6162 138 St Surrev BC

{Renovated townhouss popula
{ Sullivan Heights 3 Bed, 3 bath, the 2
| car Garage Pa g, Master bedroom

i has a mountain view.

Asking Price T69H.

#11 16357 15 AVE, SURREY
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11826 87 AVE,
DELTA
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613914281
SURREY

$2212730 66 AVE

SURREY

=201 130893 T4 AVE
SLUEREY

14071 594 AVE,
SURREY

11700 858 AVE
DELTA

14948 62 AVE
SURREY

H2Z02 7445

120 5T, DELTA SURREY
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THE PUBLISHED INFORMATION IS FROM RELIABLE SOURCES BUT SHOULD NOT BE RELIED UPON WITHOUT VERIFICATION. REALTY CLASSIFIEDS ASSUME NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR [TS ACCURACY. PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL REALTOR FOR FURTHER VERIFICATION AND DETAILS. THANK YOU.
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Lover’s Tryst!

It’s spy vs spy with a sexy twist in
Black Bag. Forgot about all those fanci-
ful James Bond extravangzas a la Con-
nery. Consider all those Mission Im-
possible and Jason Bourne escapades to
take a back seat to the danger a loving
couple faces In this meticulously acted
espionage thriller from Touchwood PR
which is now entertaining audiences
at Cineplex Cinemas and Landmark
Theatres around B.C.

Moles aren’t just blemishes on your
face. In spy parlance a moleisa“plant”
embedded in a security organization.
On the surface husband and wife tag
team spies Ceorge Woodhouse and
Kathryn St. Jean seem to have a good
thing going. Too bad for them MIG’s
top pair of assassins may be guilty of
betraying their paymasters. Both Mi-
chael Fassbender and Cate Blanchett
are superb as the meticulous lovers
who get caught up in a dastardly plot

to ruin their careers, bring down MI6
and maybe destroy the world. Sounds
interesting.

Alist director and George Clooney part-
ner Steven Soderbergh is in top form
reviving that spy who came in from
the cold Harry Palmer era. To make the
movie work you have to buy into the
whole premise of a husband wife spy
team not letting their personal feel-
ings interfere with their work. Yes,
we've seen films like this before. But
thanks to the great acting from Fass-
bender and Blanchett it all seems so
real.

you really don’t know what’s going on
and who are the traitors in this smart-
ly written story that truly leaves you
guessing. If you want to see great char-
acters going at it hot and heavy then
Black Bag will be worth your time. Be-
sides, it also features Pierce Brosnan
and Naomi Harris .

WETITE S WY RN MW T R TTE A T S R

Kiara Advani has firmly established
herself among the most prolific ac-
tresses in Indian cinema. With a re-
markable career spanning over a de-
cade, she has consistently delivered
stellar performances, earning both
critical acclaim and commercial suc-
cess. Now, she has achieved a signif-
icant milestone—securing a substan-
tial paycheck for her work.

The actress has reportedly secured Rs.
15 crore paycheck for her much-an-

KIARA ADVANI CHARGES A WHOPPING RS. 19
CRORES FOR TOKIC

ticipated pan-world big-budget dra-
ma, Toxic, where she will be seen
sharing the screen with superstar
Yash. This milestone further solid-
ifies her position as one of the most
sought-after leading ladies in the
industry.

With this deal, she joins the ranks
of top actresses like Deepika Padu-
kone and Priyanka Chopra, rein-
forcing her prominence in Indian
cinema,

South Asian Seniors - Filing Income Tax
Returns Free - From March 15th 2025 to
April 30th 2025

APNI South Asian Community Response Networks
Surrey, can help you to file your Income Tax Returns
for the year 2024 free of cost, through the commu-
nity volunteer program of Canada Revenue Agency,
from March 15th 2025 to April 30th 2025. If you
are living in Surrey / Delta, the eligibility Criteria
are as follows 1.Single individual with annual in-
come limit up to $ 42,000 or less. 2. Couples with
annual income up to $57,000 or less, add $ 2500
for additional members. Interest income not over
S 1,000.00 and this income will be included as to-
tal eligibility. With no investment income, no rent-
al income , no business income or partnership in-
come, no self-employed income and no capital gain
or loss, not for deceased person, not if Bankruptcy
filed in the Tax year or the year before and also not
for Foreign Property or Foreign income . Sin# card
and Govt. issued photo identity, All T4 & T5 Slips,
Medical or disability receipts & Last year’'s Notice
of Assessment will be required to prove the docu-
ments. Please contact Surendra Handa, Coordina-
tor APNI South Asian Community Response Net-
works Surrey BC, Tel. 604 - 507 - 9945 for further
information.
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Carney to call snap election as Canada faces trade

war with US -

By Ana Faguy

Newly elected Canadi-
an Prime Minister Mark
Carney is likely to call
a national election for
28 April, potentially as
soon as this Sunday,
multiple news outlets
report,

Wwith Canada's busi-
nesses reeling from a
trade dispute with the
US, Carney - a former
two-time central bank-
er - is expected to pitch
himself as the candi-
date best equipped to
take on Donald Trump.
The 6o-year-old political
newcomer took over as
leader of the Liberal Par-
ty after former Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau
stepped down from his
nine-year term,

The prime minister's

reports

announcement to call five-week campaign for dissolve parliament is
an election and request ~Carney and his political clear - the exact election

the dissolution of Par- opponents.

While the dateisnot.

liament will kick off a timing of the request to The prime minister is

China executed four Canadians for drug crimes, says

Ottawa

By Koh Ewe

Four Canadians were executed in Chi-
na on drug-related charges earlier
this year, Canadian authorities have
confirmed.

All of them were dual citizens and
their identities have been withheld,
Canada's foreign minister Mélanie
Joly said.

A spokesperson for the Chinese em-
bassy in Canada reportedly urged Ot-
tawa to "stop making irresponsible
remarks”, as pundits feared a further
downturn in relations between the
countries after years of strain.
China's foreign ministry said on
Thursday that it had acted "in accor-
dance with the law", while the em-
bassy said there was "solid and suffi-
cient” evidence for their crimes.
Beijing had "fully guaranteed the
rights and interests of the Canadian
nationals concerned”, the embassy
said, urging Canada to respect "Chi-
na's judicial sovereignty".

China does not recognise dual citi-
zenship and takes a tough stance on
drug crimes. However, it's rare for
the death penalty to be carried out on
foreigners.

Joly said she had been following the
cases "very closely” for months and
had tried with other officials, in-
cluding former Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, to stop the executions.

In a statement to Canadian media,

L
T o M e

Global Affairs Canada spokeswoman
Charlotte MacLeod said Canada had
"repeatedly called for clemency for
these individuals at the senior-most
levels and remains steadfast in its op-
position to the use of the death penal-
ty in all cases, everywhere".

China imposes the death penalty on
serious crimes including those re-
lated to drugs, corruption and espi-
onage. While the number of execu-

leaning towards setting
April 28 as the voting
date, the Globe and Mail

reported on Thursday,
citing sources in the
government.

Some suggest a shorter
campaign could work
in Carney's favor, since
much of the current
national discourse re-
volves around the ongo-
ing trade war between
the US and Canada, par-
ticularly after President
Trump's threats and ac-
tions.

The election is "almost
certain to focus on
US President Donald
Trump's trade war and
his talk of making Can-
ada the sist state”, The
Globe and Mail wrote,
Carney has promised to
uphold Canada's recip-
rocal tariffs, if Trump
maintains 25% univer-
sal tariffs on Canadi-
an goods not covered
by the Canada-United
States-Mexico  Agree-
ment (CUSMA) trade

Trump has vowed to im-
pose a sweeping range
of tariffs on 2 April on
top of the 25% tariffs al-
ready imposed on Can-
ada's steel and alumin-
ium.

The race will likely come
down to a choice be-
tween Carney and Con-
servative leader Pierre
Poilievre.

Before the threat of
tariffs, Conservatives
enjoyed a 20-point lead
in some election polls.
Now polls are indicating
a much closer race.
When Canadians next
go to the polls, the Lib-
erals will face not only
the Conservatives - who
are the official opposi-
tion with 120 seats in
the House of Commons -
but also the Bloc Quebe-
cois, who have 33 seats,
and the New Demo-
crats (NDP), who have

24,

and the Associated Press  deal.

L. i

tions are kept secret, human rights
ﬁroups believe China has one of the

ighest execution rates in the world.
"These shocking and inhumane exe-
cutions of Canadian citizens by Chi-
nese authorities should be a wake-up
call for Canada," said Ketty Nivyaban-
di, from Amnesty International Can-
ada. "We are devastated for the fami-
lies of the victims, and we hold them
in our hearts as they try to process the

unimaginable.
"Our thoughts also go to the loved
ones of Canadian citizens whom Chi-
na is holding on death row or whose
whereabouts in the Chinese prison
system are unknown."
In 2019, Canadian national Robert
Lloyd Schellenberg was sentenced to
death in China for drug smuggling,
in a high-profile case condemned by
the Canadian government. He was
not among the Canadians who were
executed.
"We'll continue to not only strongly
condemn but also ask for leniency for
other Canadians that are facing sim-
illar situations,” Joly said on Wednes-
ay.
Relations between Canada and China
have been icy since 2018, after Cana-
da detained a Chinese telecom execu-
tive, Meng Wanzhou, on a US extra-
dition request. China arrested two
Canadians shortly afterwards, both
of whom have now been released.
In 2023, Canadian media released
reforts, many based on leaked in-
telligence, about detailed claims of
Chinese meddling in the country's
federal elections. China denied the
reports, calling them "baseless and
defamatory".
More recently, China imposed retal-
iatory tariffs on some Canadian farm
and food imports after Ottawa placed
levies on Chinese electric vehicles,
steel and aluminium.
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$3000 OFF

ALL AVIATION PROGRAMS

e Private Pilot License Limited Slots

e Commercial Pilot License
e Cabin Crew Program

N 17

I* Transport ag"}g'

@ Canada IATA

FUEL

No Fuel &
Maintenance Charge

From PPL to CPL, Your Aviation

& Career Begins Here

Level 1 Embark on an exhilarating journey into the

Chief Flight Instructor world of aviation with Western Community
College's comprehensive Aviation Diploma

% program. Designed to equip aspiring pilots
with the skills and knowledge needed to soar

Train On

to new heights, this diploma offers a

CESSNA 172

structured pathway from Private Pilot License
(PPL) to Commercial Pilot License (CPL).

Eligibility Requirements

Age 16-29 | Permanent Resident, Canadian Citizen, Refugee Status

WESTERN Flying School Abbotsford

Hangar F, Unit 120, Unit 201, 3670 Townline Rd
COMMUNITY 1185 Townline Road Abbotsford, BC V2T 5W8
COLLEGE Abbotsford, BC V2T 6E1  +1-604-776-1301

abbyinfo@wecc.ca abbyinfo@wcc.ca
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WINNIPEG
LOCATION MR

NOW OPEN 9am to 9pm
#3- 1375

McP hillips St. Senvcng aur (Jotggeceecty sénce 2005

EXTRA FANCY o FRESH INDIAN FRESH
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JUMBO
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MURCOTT
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Rice/Riz

/Ib
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2t ail locations. 24 nour rate infe line: 604-634.2400 . SALES DATES: Fri. March 21, 2026 - Wed. March 26, 2025 e e Tt 2 e e
NEWTON STORE: #106 - 12568 72nd Ave., Surrey 604-590-2400 BURNABY: 7565 6th Street, Bumaby 604-553-6603

NEWTON 80th AVENUE: 13208 80th Ave., Surrey 778-565-7880 RICHMOND: 9371 No 5 Rd, Richmond 604-285-2400

NEWTON EXCHANGE: 101-13753 72 Ave,, Surrey 604-581-2400 NEWTON 64 AVE: 140- 6350 120 st, Surrey 778-565-1266

NEWTON EAST: 15299 68th Ave., Surrey 604-598-8006 LANGLEY: #50 - 20150 Langley Bypass, Langley 604-427-3912
ABBOTSFORD: 318315, Fraser Way, Abbotsford 604-864-9193 ABBOTSFORD: 2777 Gladwin Road, Abbotsford 604-744-2077
Prices in effect at the above listed store locations only.

. STORES OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
)
Visit one of our great

locations so we can
| _SUPERMARKET serve you today!
You can also visit us online at www.sabzimandicanada.com



