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BUDGET SEGURES B.C.'S FUTURE, PROTECTS CRITICAL
SERVICES

In a world of ongoing
and heightened eco-
nomic uncertainty,
Budget 2026 makes
care ul choices to pro-
tect what matters most
to British Columbians
through investments
protect services,
such as health care, ed-
ucation and social sup-
ports, while securin
B.C’s future throug
skills training and tar-
geted investments to
spur economic growth.
“Over the past eight
years, we have built
schools, hospitals and
invested in the services
British ~ Columbians
rely on every day,” said
Brenda Bailey, Min-
ister of Finance. “Our
investments have al-
lowed us to enter these
uncertain times from
a position of strength,
but we need to be re-
alistic about the diffi-
cult financial situation
we face as a province.
We are choosing to
safeguard what we've
built, while grow-
ing our economy to
secure good jobs and

economic prosper-
ity for people and
families.”

Budget 2026 opens the
door further for people
to train for good-pay-

funding over three
years. This will ex-
pand spaces for in-de-
mand trades training
programs, increase
per-seat funding to
training centres, and
enhance the B.C. Em-
ployer Training Grant
to double apprentice-
ship seats by 2028-29.

A new $goo-million
British Columbia stra-
tegic investment fund
will help B.C. invest
quickly in collabora-
tive opportunities and
major projects as the
federal government in-
vestsin Canada’s sover-
eignty.

Budget 2026 supports
businesses to lever-
age new opportunities

SECURING

BC'S FUTURE

-

ment Tax Credit for in-
vesting in new build-
ings, machinery and
equipment.

To support B.C.'s mar-
itime sector, which is
the largest in Canada,
Budget 2026 extends
the Shipbuilding and
Ship Repair Industry
Tax Credit until the
end of 2027.

Budget 2026 protects
the most critical ser-
vices that people rely
on every day through
$5.1 billion in funding
to strengthen health
care, K12 education
and supports for people
who need care and as-
sistance.

This includes funding
to recruit and train

and long-term care
support workers in
communities  across
B.C.

Budget 2026 includes
$634 million in new
funding for K-12 edu-
cation over three years,
including a $167-mil-
lion investment in the
Classroom  Enhance-
ment Fund, which will
result in more teachers
for everyone, as well
as  special-education
teachers and teach-
er psychologists and
counsellors,

New investments of
$131 million will sup-
port intensive, spe-
cialized mental-health
and addictions treat-
ment for people with

acquired brain inju-
ries. It will also fund
involuntary treatment
beds in Prince George,
Maple Ridge and Sur-

rey.
A new $330-million
lift to ChildCareBC

will protect the child
care services families
rely on by maintain-
ing lower fees, and the
spaces and s C{)port for
operators and educa-
tors achieved over the
past eight years. Bud-
get 2026 also provides
$25 million in new
funding to support
the expansion of child
care ogtions on school
grounds

With $475 million in
new funding for chil-
dren and youth with
disabilities, families
will get direct funding
for support services
and better access to
more service providers
in their communities.
Budget 2026 provides
$139 million in fund-
ing over three years to
reduce repeat, violent
offending and chron-
ic property crime, and
support timely access
to justice,
Covernment has ex-
ceeded initial targets
set in Budget 2025 for
expenditure manage-

continues that work
by introducing targets
to reduce the size of
the public sector, and
generates new revenue
over the three-year fis-
cal plan.

“We are making care-
ful choices to secure
B.C.s future,” Bailey
said. “We are updating
the tax system to raise
revenue and prevent
cuts to critical services,
while keeping B.C. one
of the lowest-taxed
provinces for work-
ing and middle-class
families. At the same
time, we are reducing
government spending
and carefully repac-
ing our capital plan
to deliver services and
infrastructure  more
efficiently.”

To improve B.C.’s fiscal
outlook and raise reve-
nues to protect critical
services, Budget 2026
increases the tax rate
of the first income-tax
bracket by less than
0.6 percentage points.
The average increase
will be $76 in 2026, and
more than 4o0% of tax-
payers will see savings
when combined with
an increase to the B.C.
Tax Reduction Credit.
The credit offsets the
tax change for British

ing careers in the through a new tem- more  health-care concurrent challenges ment through oper- Columbians with low-
skilled trades through porary Manufacturing professionals,  such of complex mental ill- ational and program erincomes.
$283 million in new and Processing Invest- as doctors, nurses, ness, addictions and savings. Budget 2026
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‘Everyone knows somebody affected’ -

small Canadian town united in grief after mass

shooting

By Nadine Yousif

In the small town of
Tumbler Ridge, British
Columbia, residents
are reeling after a mass
shooting left nine peo-
ple dead, including six
children.

“We’ve been insulat-
ed,” Tracy Krauss, a
local pastor, told the
BBC. “A newcomer
comes to town and
they’re locking up, and
everyone laughs, be-
cause why are you do-
ing that? Nothing hap-
pens here.”

Krauss said that sense
of security now feels
painfully naive.

On Thursday, police re-
leased the identities of
the victims. They in-
clude 12-year-old Zoey
Benoit, who was de-
scribed by loved ones as
“the strongest little girl
you could meet”.
Another 12-year-old vic-
tim, Kylie Smith, was
“the light” of her fam-
ily who had dreams of
attending art school in
the big city, her family
said in a statement.
The tragedy has shak-
en the tight-knit town
of about 2,400 people,
which is set along a few
winding rural roads
in the foothills of the
Rocky Mountains.

A memorial beside the
school grew on Thurs-
day, as people left flow-
ers, teddy bears and
handwritten notes in
honour of the victims.
Tuesday’s incident is
one oiy the deadliest
mass shootings in Can-
ada, where such at-
tacks have historically
been rare.

Support has poured in
from across the coun-
try, including from Ca-
nadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney, who is
scheduled to visit the
town on Friday.

Many questions remain
about the shooting,
with investigators still
trying to determine

why 18-year-old suspect
Jesse Van Rootselaar
carried out the attack.
Van Rootselaar was
found dead from a
self-inflicted gunshot
wound at the school.
Police say Van Rootse-
laar was born a biolog-
ical male and began
transitioning to being
female approximately
six years ago.

The suspect’s mother
and step-brother were
among the victims.
Both were found dead
at a local residence, po-
lice said.

Krauss said Van Rootse-
laar’s family were well-
known in the commu-
nity. “That family is
victimised, too,” she
added, noting that sur-
viving relatives would
also be grieving.

The father of the sus-
pect issued a statement
on Wednesday night to
CBC News in which he
offered sympathy to the
bereavedy and said he

was estranged from the
suspect.

“To the families who
have lost loved ones,

and to every person
who has been affected
by this senseless and
unforgivable act of vi-
olence, I offer my most
heartfelt condolences,”
said Justin Van Rootse-
laar.

Police have said the
suspect’s mother and
step-brother were shot
and killed at the family
home first.

The suspect then head-
ed to Tumbler Ridge
Secondar School,
where poi,ice responded
to reports of a shootin
at around 13:30 local
time (21:30 GMT) on
Tuesday.

Inside the school of 160
students, dozens shel-
tered in classrooms
with their teachers
as the attack unfold-
ed. Among them was
17-year-old Darian
Quist,

Quist said he and 15
others hid in their me-
chanics class, barri-
cading the door with
metal tables. At first,
they were unsure why
they needed to hide, he
said. They later learned
that there was an ac-
tive shooter through an
alert on their phones.
They hid for over two
hours before Royal Ca-
nadian Mounted Po-
lice (RCMP) and SWAT
officers safely escorted
them out.

Quist said the shoot-
ing had left him and
his classmates angry,
saddened and shocked.
“That it happened in
a place like this, it
doesn’t seem real,” he
said.

“But I know that it is,”
he added, “that the
people who lost their
lives are real.” Outside
the school, parents
gathered at a nearby
community centre as
they anxiously wait-

ed to be reunited with
their children. Krauss,
the pastor, said she
went over to support a
close friend whose son
was at the school.
Krauss said her friend
later learned that their
child was among those
who were killed.

“It was devastating, 1
don’t know what else to
say,” she said through
tears. “They are gut-
ted. To lose a child is
the worst thing in the
world.”

Krauss added that ev-
eryone in the town
had been touched by
the shooting in some
way. “Everybody knows
somebody,” she said.
“Even for those who ha-
ven't lost a loved one,
they are still affected.”
Tumbler Ridge’s histo-
ry is rooted in mining,
with the industry still
employing margf of
the town’s residents.
It is also known for its
picturesque  scenery,

with tourists drawn to
its Unesco-recognised
%eopark - one of only
ve in Canada.
That natural beauty is
how Bob Zimmer, the
federal  Conservative
member of parliament
representing the re-
gion, hopes Tumbler
Ridge wilﬁ) be remem-
bered, rather than for
the tragedy that struck
it this week.
“They want to be de-
fined as a beautiful
community with beau-
tiful people,” Zimmer
told the BBC. “But for
now, there’s a dark
cloud. It's just going
to take some time to
mourn.”
Police said they had
responded to multiple
mental health calls in-
volving Van Rootselaar
over the years and had
seized firearms from
the suspect’s home be-
fore, though they were
later returned after a
successful petition by
the owner.
Authorities did not say
who had owned the
previously seized guns,
nor how the suspect
procured the weapons
used in the shooting.
They said Van Rootse-
laar had a gun licence
that had expired in
2024.
Zimmer acknowledged
that there will be dif-
ficult conversations in
the aftermath of the
shooting,  including
on whether there is an
“obvious need for more
substantial mental
health support”.
But for now, he said
the community was fo-
cused on grieving.
“We're just here to give
some hugs and tell [res-
idents| that they are
agpreciated, and that
there’s hope,” Zimmer
said.
“But I think there are
some serious questions
that need to be an-
swered after this.”
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Third Conservative Canadian MP defects
to Carney’s Liberals

A Conservative member
of parliament from
Alberta has defected
to the Liberal Party,
bringing Prime Minister
Mark Carney closer to a
majority in the House of
Commons.

In a post on social media,
Carney announced that
Matt  Jeneroux, who
representsa constituency
in Edmonton, has joined
the Liberal caucus — the
third Conservative to do
so in recent months.
With the addition of
Jeneroux, the Liberals
now have 169 seats,
putting them just three
shy of the required 172 for
majority.

Conservative Party leader
Pierre Poilievre accused
the prime minister of
trying to seize a majority
“through dirty backroom
deals”.

Two other Conservative
MPs, Chris d’Entremont
of Nova Scotia and
Michael Ma of Ontario,
had crossed the floor late

last year to join Carney’s pending by-election. said he made the minister’s :
government. Jeneroux  had  been decision to cross the the World Economic
There are currently three ~Iepresenting the floor “after further Forum last month
vacant seats in Canada’s Conservatives in reflection” with his what ultimately swayed

parliament: twoToronto-
area seats, following the
resignations of Liberal
MPs Chrystia Freeland
and Bill Blair, and one
Montreal-area seat that
was closely contested

by one vote, forcing a On

Edmonton since 2015 and
was elected to the House and
of Commons in three with
consecutive
making his defection a
noteworthy loss for the
opposition party.

elections,

Wednesday, he

family over the holidays,

colleagues and
constituents”.

After meeting Carney in
Edmonton on Monday said.
morning, Jeneroux told
reporters that the prime

“conversations Liberals.

his decision to join the

“It opened a lot of eyes
for Canadians, Albertans
and Edmontonians,” he

In that speech, Carney
had urged middle powers

to come together and
Teject economic coercion
by “great powers”.

The speech did not
mention US President
Donald  Trump by
name, but was widely
interpreted as being
aimed at policies of
the current Trump
administration.
Jeneroux had previously
announced his intention
to resign from the
Conservative caucus in
November, saying that
he wanted to spend more
time with family. At the
time he did not mention
defecting to the Liberals.
In a statement then, he
said he ran in the 2025
federal election with
hopes the Conservatives
would form government,
and that he “wanted
desperately to play a role
in that vision”,

Carney hailed Jeneroux

as a ‘“strong voice
in international
engagement and

parliamentary
diplomacy” and said
he will service as a
“new special advisor on
economic and security

partnerships”.

“Building a stronger,
more resilient, and more
independent  country
will require ambition,
collaboration, and

occasionally, sacrifice,”
Carney wrote. “I am

grateful to Matt and
his family that he will
continue his service
as a strong voice for
Edmonton Riverbend in
Parliament.”

The latest defection
comes a few weeks after
the Conservative party
voted overwhelmingly
to keep Poilievre on
as leader, despite his
personal unpopularity in
the polls.

Both Ma and
d’Entremont had cited
Poilievre’s leadership as
a reason why they chose
to leave the party. Late
last year, d’Entremont
claimed that others in
hisparty “arein the same
boat”.

In a post on social media
on Wednesday, Poilievre
said Conservatives would
“continue our fight for a
Canada that’s aﬁgordable,
safe, and self-reliant”,
“Mark Carney is trying
to seize a costly Liberal
majority  government
that Canadians voted
against in the last
election through dirty
backroom deals,” he
wrote, “Matt Jeneroux
has betrayed the people
of Edmonton Riverbend
who voted for affordable
food and homes, safe
streets, and a strong
resource sector.”

Overnight traffic-pattern changes planned for Highway 1
at Highway 11

As part of work to widen
Highway 1 through the
Fraser Valley, drivers are
advised to expect overnight
traffic-pattern changes on
Highway 1 at Highway 11
starting as early as Monday,
Feb. 9, 2026.

The on-ramp from Highway
11 southbound to Highway
1 westbound will be closed

just  before  midnight
until 4:30 a.m., starting
Monday, Feb. 9, untl
Thursday, Feb 19. Traffic
will be diverted south.
Drivers can anticipate a
short detour to return to
westbound travel, with
minor delays.

These closures will allow
for the safe clearing of

trees. Some of the work
is weather-dependent, so
exact timing of the closures
is subject to change.

On Highway 11, the speed
limit  will be reduced
to so km/h. Drivers are
reminded to slow down and
use caution, allow extra
travel time, obey signs and
traffic-control  personnel,

and watch for roadside

p.m. (9 p.m. on weekends)

workers.

Motorists should also be
aware of intermittent lane
closures at the following
times, throughout the
duration of construction:
eastbound: from 9 p.m.
until 4:30 a.m. (7 a.m. on
weekends)

westbound: from 8:30

until 4:30 a.m. (7 a.m. on
weekends)

Patience from travellers is
appreciated during these
traffic-pattern changes
that allow work to progress
safely on this phase of
widening  Highway 1
through the Fraser Valley.
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New legislation will allow people to renew, replace
driver’s licence online

Proposed amend-
ments to the Motor
Vehicle Act will en-
able ICBC to renew or
replace driver’s licenc-
es, BC Identification
(BCID), and photo BC
Service Cards online,
saving people time. It
will also help reduce
waiting time for oth-
er in-person appoint-
ments.

“Too many people
have to take time off
work ortravel long dis-
tances just to renew or
replace their ID,” said
Niki Sharma, Attor-
ney General. “By al-
lowing these straight-
forward transactions
online, we're making
life more convenient
for people, especially
those in rural and re-
mote communities.
This is part of our
work to modernize
government services
so they’re easier, fast-
er and more accessible
for everyone in British
Columbia.”

How it will work

If passed, the pro-
posed amendments
will  allow  eligi-
ble drivers to apply
through ICBC’s web-
site and digital portal
for select services, in-

cluding:

applications toreplace
a valid driver’s licence
that has been lost, de-
stroyed, or damaged
simple renewals for
the majority of driv-
er’s licence classes,
when no changes are
required other than
extending the expiry
date

Eligible drivers with
full B.C. licences
(classes 1 through 8)
will be able to apply
to renew or replace
their existing licence.
ICBC will also be able
to offer renewal and
replacement of the

www.PrabuSweets.com
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stand-alone BCID,
stand-alone photo BC
Service Card, and the
combination Driver’s
Licence/BC  Services
Card.

Drivers with Class
7 learner’s licences
can replace a lost or
damaged licence, but
online renewals will
not be available for
learner class licences.
People with learner’s
licences will still re-
quire an in-person
appointment for re-
testing to renew their
licence.

Renewals involving a
change in a driver’s

information, such
as their name or ad-
dress, will still require
an in-person visit.
More details on the
online renewal pro-
cess and eligibility cri-
teria will be outlined
through regulation.
If the amendments
are passed and regu-
lations are completed,
the online service is
expected to begin op-
erating in 2027.

Modernizing ICBC ser-
vices

These changes will
bring B.C. in line with
eight other provinc-
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es, including Ontario
and Alberta, which al-
ready offer some form
of online driver’s li-
cence renewal.
“Being able to renew
your driver licence
online is an import-
ant step forward in
the ongoing mod-
ernization of ICBC’s
services,” said Jason
McDaniel, president
and CEO, ICBC. “By
expanding our dig-
ital options, we're
making it more con-
venient for customers
to access the services
they need, when and
where it works best
for them. This en-
hancement improves
accessibility, partic-
ularly for those in
rural or remote com-
munities, and reflects
our commitment to
delivering a modern,
customer-focused ex-
perience for everyone
we serve.”

In addition to saving
drivers’ time, the ser-
vice will free ICBC em-
ployees to accommo-
date and reduce wait
times for other types
of in-person appoint-
ments, such as road
tests.

The online driver’s
licence service is

part of ICBC’s multi-
phase, 10-year mod-
ernization  program
designed to expand
online services,
streamline business
processes and upgrade
technology. Itis antic-
ipated that more driv-
er licensing services
will be offered online
in the future.

These amendments
are part of govern-
ment's commitment
to make day-to-day
services more accessi-
ble and affordable for
families throughout
British Columbia.

Quick Facts:
In-person  appoint-
ments will remain
available for people
who prefer them.
Eliglbp ility criteria for
online renewals and
replacements are still
under development,
but current condi-
tions that come with
a driver’s licence re-
newal will still apply.
For example, people
with outstanding
fines, tickets, other
violations and reme-
dial program require-
ments will not be able
to renew online.
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Covernment 1s intro-
ducing new legislation
that, if passed, will
make B.C.s current,
time-bound interpro-

vincial recognition
framework, the Eco-
nomic Stabilization

(Tarift Response) Act,
Part1, permanent.

The proposed Bill s:
Trade Recognition Act
would further reinforce
B.C)s leadership in
eliminating interpro-
vincial trade barriers.
This would ensure that
goods and services law-
tully sold, used or sup-
plied in any other Cana-
dian province can also
be sold, used or sup-
plied in B.C., unless an
exception applies. This
comprehensive cover-
age would complement
legislation other prov-
inces have passed to
remove barriers for the
sale of B.C. goods and
services.

“This legislation would
strengthen B.C.’s lead-
ership in reducing
barriers and creating
opportunities for busi-

nesses of all sizes,” said
Ravi Kahlon, Minister
of Jobs and Economic
Growth. “By moving to
make mutual recogni-
tion permanent, we're
helping  businesses
save time and money,
while increasing choice
and affordability for
people throughout the
province. It's a key part
of our Look West strate-
gy to diversify trade, be
less reliant on the U.S.
market and position

>

B.C. to lead Canada’s
economic future.”

What the legislation
does

The new bill would
bring British Colum-
bia’s commitments

under the Canadian
Mutual  Recognition
Agreement CMRA)
into force under B.C.
law, while offering
broader coverage than
the CMRA.

Under Bill 5, businesses

would no longer need
to redo testing, ap-
provals or certification
tor goods and services
that may be sold, used
or provided in another
province. This will low-
er compliance costs for
businesses,  improve
time to market, low-
er prices and increase
choice.

The new bill would also
give businesses and
people assurances that
if any B.C. regulatory
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Reinforcing B.C.’s leadership in interprovincial trade

measures create barri-
ers to trade, those mea-
sures can be removed
or overruled. Through
regulations, it would
provide a concise and
complete list of the reg-
ulatory exceptions that
B.C. will be retaining.

Exceptions

The bill would preserve
B.C.s ability to protect,
environmental, con-
sumer, health, safety
and other standards. It
would not apply to cer-
tified occupations un-
der the Labour Mobil-
ity Act, which already
establishes ~ mutual
recognition.  General
exceptions would also
apply to measures re-
lating to Indigenous
people,  monopolies,
taxation and incorpo-
ration requirements.
Supporting a Dbarrier
free Canadian economy
B.C. brought together
Canada’s 10 provinc-
es, three territories
and the federal gov-
ernment in unprece-
dented collaboration to

approve the Canadian
Mutual  Recognition
Agreement (CMRA) on
Nov.19, 2025, making
it easier for businesses
to sell Canadian-made
goods across Canada.
B.C. has also signed
economic co-operation
arrangements  with
Ontario, Manitoba and
the Yukon on labour
mobility, sales of alco-
holic beverages and the
potential of connecting
electrical grids with
the Yukon.

The Province remains
committed to working
with partners to sup-
port the free movement
of labour, alcohol, and
financial and other ser-
vices to make it easier
to trade within Cana-
da.

This work aligns with

the Province’s Look
West strate%y, and
its goals of diversify-

ing trade, expanding
market access, and en-
suring B.C. remains a
leader in Canada’s eco-
nomic future.
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WALKER HOUSE

NORTH DELTA’S FLAGSHIP
HIGH-RISE COMMUNITY

Soaring 29-storeys above North Delta’s skyline, Walker House offers 17,000 SF of amenities and
unobstructed sweeping vistas of the Fraser River, North Shore Mountains and urban landscape.

Starting from the mid $400s. Parking included.

BOOK A PRIVATE VIEWING

lMe. REAL MARKETING BY
WalkerHouseDelta.com eyt bl Irennie

This is not an offering for sale. Any such offering can only be made with a disclosure statement. Prices are subject to change without notice. The developer reserves the right to
make changes and modifications to the information contained herein without prior notice. Artist’s renderings are representations only and may not be accurate, E.&Q.E.
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WESTERN
COMMUNITY
COLCREGES

REGISTERED
MASSAGE
THERAPIST

Become a Massage Therapist

Graduate In Under 2 Years with an av-
erage hourly wage of $80/hr*

PROGRAM

4
r 4

START YOUR RMT JOURNEY

Gain hands-on training, in-depth knowledge,
and clinical experience to become a licensed
- massage therapist in BC. Our RMT program
‘ prepares you for CCOA board exams and a

successful career in healthcare.
7z
of §
B

FLEXIBLE FINANCIAL AID
y SCHEDULES AVAILABLE
| y
‘ (o) &
\ 97% $80
GRADUATE HOURLY WAGE
EMPLOYMENT RATE AVERAGE

W |

& sURREY caMPUS Q 604.594.3500 ( WCC.CA/RMT
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F ast—trackmg homes across B.C. with federal support

British Columbia is
strengthening its
work to build more
homes for people
through a new part-
nership with the
federal government,
through Build Cana-
da Homes.

The combined in-
vestments will help
accelerate a range of
construction-ready
projects in B.C., en-
suring more homes
§et built and opened
or people sooner.
“This new funding
marks a meaningful
collaboration  with
Canada that shows
confidence in the
work we're doing
here in B.C. to deliv-
er homes for people,”
said Christine Boyle,
B.C.)s Minister of
Housing and Munic-
ipal Affairs. “With
many B.C. projects
already prepared to
move into construc-
tion, this additional
support means we
can break ground
faster and deliver
more homes sooner
for the people who
need them most.”
B.C. will receive $170
million in capital
funding from the
federal government
through Build Can-
ada Homes. In turn,
B.C. will commit as
much as $200 mil-
lion in capital fund-
ing, along with as
much as $27 million
per year in operating
subsidies for at least
10 years.

While details are be-
ing finalized, the
Province has pro-
posed a range of proj-

ects that can advance
quickly once funding
is in place. These are
projects that can start
construction within
the next 12 months.
In addition, the fed-
eral investment un-
locks $170 million of
provincial funding,
enabling the Province
to explore a future
funding partnership
to advance at least
400 more homes us-
ing innovative tools
and modern methods
of construction.

“Every Canadian de-
serves a safe, afford-
ableplacetocallhome
and partnerships like
this are how we turn
our ambition into a
reality,” said Gregor
Robertson, federal
Minister of Housing
and Infrastructure
and Minister respon-
sible for Pacific Eco-
nomic Development
Canada. “Working to-
gether with the Prov-
ince of British Colum-
bia, your government

iIs moving projects
from plans to shov-
els in the ground.
Through Build Cana-
da Homes, we're ac-
celerating construc-

tion, strengthening
communities and de-
livering real housm%
solutions that |
make life more af-
fordable for families
across B.C. and Can-
ada.”

Building more homes
faster, supporting
tangible results for
communities

Since construc-
tion-ready  projects
are being prioritized,
people across com-
munities will see
the impact of this
partnership  quick-
ly. Construction of
these homes will be-
gin sooner and will
be open for residents
faster, delivering tan-
gible results in com-
munities.

The partnership is
expected to help ad-
vance more than 700

supportive and tran-
sitional homes. The
priority projects are
focused on:

helping people tran-
sition from home-
lessness into stable
homes

supporting  people
who need affordable
and permanent hous-

ing
advancing work in
communities  with

some of the most ur-
gent housing needs.
Accelerating housing
development through
1nnovation

This partnership
marks the first phase
of an ongoing collab-
oration between the
federal government,
through Build Can-
ada Homes, and the
Province,  through
BC Housing, with an
aim to accelerate the
delivery of thousands
of affordable homes
throughout the prov-
ince. Through this
joint effort, the fed-
eral contribution

unlocks  additional
provincial  resourc-
es, helping the Prov-
ince move forward
on more homes for
people, using inno-
vative tools to speed
up delivery, such as
the made-in-B.C.
Digitally Accelerated
Standardized Hous-
ing (DASH) program
and Canada’s Modern
Methods of Construc-
tion.

The DASH program
streamlines permit-
ting and construction
processes that help
shorten the time be-
tween planning and
completion. By us-
ing digital review,
standardized designs
and prefabricated
building parts made
in Canada, DASH is
expected to cut the
development process
from three years to
one. This means more
homes can quickly
advance to construc-
tion-ready stage and
eventually open to

people at a much
quicker pace.

Quotes:

Vincent Tong, CEO,
BC Housing -

“This partnership

means that people in
communities across
B.C. will have homes
faster, with hundreds
of homes starting
construction in the
next 12 months, This
shows how collabora-
tion across multiple
levels of government
can make a signif-
icant difference in
people’s lives.”

Ana Bailao, CEO,
Build Canada Homes
“Build Canada Homes
was created to ac-
celerate the deliv-
ery of affordable and
supportive  housing
across the country,
and this partnership
with British Colum-
bia puts that mis-
sion into action. By
aligning federal in-
vestment with con-
struction-ready proj-
ects, we can move
new homes into
communities quick-
ly while laying the
groundwork for fu-
ture phases that will
deliver even more im-
pact. This collabora-
tion is about scaling
up over time - turn-
ing early momentum
into sustained results
and helping more
people across British
Columbia access the
safe, stable housing
they deserve.”
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(PG)****
Mixed Blessing!

In the aftermath of the tragic Rumbler Ridge school
shootings healing is the order of the day. Coming to-
gether is paramount for everyone in the community
and across British Columbia. On a local smaller level
the arts can bring that sense of community together.
That was the takeaway presented by the artistic di-
rector of the Arts Club TlEeatre on the opening night
of their latest offering Dial M for Murder. Somehow
those words resonated as does the presentation. Of
this drama now unfolding at the Stanley Alliance
Theatre in Vancouver.

Way back when cinephiles may remember British
thrill master Alfred Hitchcock achieved more inter-
national acclaim and notoriety with his similarly
named movie. Now the Arts Club does one better as
they team up with a Calgary troupe to pull off a stunt-
ing Modern day renderinF of this classic whodunnit
all done with considerable finesse. None of the cast
miss a beat and along with some smart writing this
show will keep you fully immersed from start to fin-
ish as this fiendish fantasy unfolds. Why even Lieu-
tenant Columbo would have a hard time figuring out
who did that dastardly act. Murder most foul indeed.
Affairs of the heart can be vexing. With Valentines
Day now in our rear view mirror timing is every-

Dial M for
Murder

thing. So are romantic liaisons. And indiscretions.
Enter the world of Tony and Margot Wendice. Let’s
just say their marriage may be a bit on the rocks as
Tyrell Crews and Emily Dallas so ably demonstrates.
Most people know that many marital break-up re-
volve around extra curricular affairs or money. Both
these vices and indiscretions figure oh so prominent-
ly as the two lovebirds fight it out. And when a sur-
grise murder occurs there’s no telling who did the
irty deed or why.

Catch me if you can is part of the fun in this truly
expertly acted fantasy where voyeurism reigns su-
preme as others enter into the fray. Will justice be
served as the countdown to the hangman looms
large? Stay tuned. Crimes of passion never seemed
so appealing. Director Jillian Kieley delivers a knock-
out punch as its gut check time for one of Scotland
Yard’s finest attempts to get at the truth.

With great support from acting heavyweights Oliv-
ia Hutt, Shekhar Paleja and Stafford Perry Dial M for
Murder is dangerous fun and top notch entertain-
ment definitely worth seeing.
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HARRDY SANDHU TO HERDLINE NEW PUNIABI

It sources are to be believed, the Pop
sensation and actor Harrdy Sandhu is
back to his roots as a lead. After last
successful stint in Bollywood, Sand-
hu is set to lead an upcoming Punjabi
feature film. The female lead consid-
ered opposite Harrdy is Simrat Kaur.
As per the sources, the film marks for
a fresh pairing and story like never
before making this one of the most

anticipated film in the Punjabi in-
dustry this year.

While Harrdy has dominated the
global music charts, his return to
Punjabi cinema marks a significant
milestone. His journey in film has
been a blend of] high-octane drama
and sports biopics and now will be
seen in her soft boy Era and the fans
can’t be more excited.

The film, headlined by Yash, is among
the most anticipated releases of 2026,
largely because it marks the actor’s re-
turn to the big screen four years after
KGF: Chapter 2. The makers are expect-
ed to use the teaser to set the tone for
the film's promotional run in the weeks
leading up to release. The teaser launch
also comes weeks after the film drew
controversy over an earlier promotional
glimpse unveiled in January. That vid-
eo, released on Yash'’s birthday, sparked

| criticism for depictine an intimate

NEW TOXIC TEASER TO DROP ON FEBRUARY 20
AHEAD OF MARCH 19 RELEASE

scene inside a car parked outside a cem-
etery, followed by a violent shootout
within the premises. The location fea-
tured religious iconography, including
a statue of Archangel Michael, prompt-
ing objections from certain groups.

The National Christian Federation
lodged a formal complaint with the
Film Chamber of Commerce and sub-
mitted representations to the state gov-
ernment’s Chief Secretary and Home
Secretary, as well as the Central Board
of Film Certification.
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2026 Lexus LX 700h — Full size luxury Hybrid
SUV Excels!

By Veeno Dewan

The Lexus LX Seriesis the
top model in the luxur

makers premium full)—’
size SUV range. It shares
some DNA from the lat-
est generation Toyota
Landcruiser as well as
its tough body on frame
construction. It is big,
bold and delivers true
off-road capability com-
bined with an opulent
luxury interior.

The 2026 LX carries over
largely unchanged from
2025, For Canada, the
LX Series arrives in two
models - the LX600 and
the hybrid LX 7ooh.
The LX6oo is powered
by a twin-turbocharged
3.4-liter V-6 engine that
makes 409 horsepower
and 479 pound-feet of
torque. A 10-speed auto-
matic transmission and
Four-Wheel Drive are
both standard. The 2026
Lexus LX 7ooh model (As
tested.) offers a power-
ful hybrid powertrain
with 457 hp and 583
Ib-ft torque. The Lexus
LXyooh 1is available in
distinct trims, includ-
ing the rugged Overtrail
version with enhanced
Off-Road capability and
8,000 Ib towing capaci-
ty.

Canadian pricing starts
around $124,050 for the
LX Goo and over $138,000
for the LX 7ooh. There
is also a super luxu-
ry swanky four -seat
version called the LX
7oohExecutive VIP mod-
el available from around
$173,255.

The Overtrail+ version
($116,685 - $138,191[}
provides more off-roa

equipment such as up-
rated suspension and
beefy all-terrain tires,
It also adds underbody
skid plates to help pro-

tect the engine and
transmission, a hill-de-
scent crawl-control
function, and exterior
cameras to create a view
beneath the truck. We
tested a LX7ooh with the
optional ($11,644) Luxu-
ry Package cornlirising
of: Head-Up Display, 25
Speaker Mark Levinson
Premium Audio System,
Semi-Aniline  Leather
Seats, Heated Leather
Wrapped Wood Steer-
ing Wheel, Digital Dis-
play Rear View Mirror
Front and Massage Seats
(Driver & Passenger),
Also added was: 2 Row,
4-Zone Independent Au-
tomatic Climate Control,
Dual Rear Seat Enter-
tainment System, and
Blind Spot Monitoring.
Pricing for our tester
was $138,191 and boost-

ed to $162,622 with the
option packages, Feder-
al Luxury tax, ($10,437)
destination and delivery
($2,205.).

Cabin interiors are ultra
high-quality, with com-
fortable seating, plenty
of leg, head and elbow
room. The plethora of
standard luxury equip-
ment includes: multi-
ple digital interfaces,
a power-folding third
row, ambient lighting,
and a center console cool
box and much more.

The  dual-touchscreen
arrangement is unusual
with an upper 12.3-inch
touchscreen for info-
tainment and includes
wireless Apple CarPlay
and Android Connectiv-
ity. The lower 7.0-inch
touchscreen is used for
climate and drive mode

settings. The driver also
gains a dedicated 8.o-
inch gauge display. Six
USB ports and a wire-
less charging pad are
also provided up front.
The LX 7ooh, has only a
small luggage compart-
ment behind the third
row seats .offering 343
Litres of trunk space be-
hind the rear seats and
that opens up to 1,322 Li-
ters with the rear seats
folded down.

On the road - The hybrid
powertrain offers decent
enough  performance,
from the 3.4 L twin-tur-
bo V6, and the small
electric motor fitted be-
tween the engine and its
10-speed transmission.
Combined with power
from alarge battery pack
beneath the floor there
is an impressive 457 hp

| and a excellent 583 Ib-ft

of torque. Acceleration
is quick off the line for
such a large heavy vehi-
cle. On highway ride is
impeccable with a silky
smooth sensation and
ultimate comfort. There
is standard four-wheel-
drive system, low-range
gearing, and a locking
center differential as
bonus off- road equip-
ment. Off -road capabil-
ity is excellent.

Downsides are few -the
sheer bulk of the LX 700h
makes for so-so han-
dling on the highway
and it is cumbersome
in urban areas. And of
course it is expensive.
Natural Resources Cana-
da (NRCan) rate the 2026
Lexus LX 7ooh hybrid es-
timated fuel consump-
tion at City: 12.5 L/100

-

km, highway: 10.7 L/100
km and Combined: 11.7
L/100 km.

Plus points are the sheer
luxury quotient of the
LX yooh - the imposing
presence, the cosseting
truly opulent interior,
outfitted with sumptu-
ous in leather, wood,
and with every comfort
and convenience op-
tion imaginable is also
a draw. It is expensive
- but the price of entry
guarantees a ownership
experience beyond com-
pare.

2026 Lexus LX 7ooh.
Price as tested - $162,622
with option packages,
Federal Luxury tax, des-
tination and delivery.
More information at
www.lexus.ca
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SHOP LOCAL.
BUY CANADIAN.

o Vehicle Wraps e Banners & Truck Signs
« Business Cards o Invoices & Logo Sheets
Signs ¢ Posters e Logo Design & Real Estate Signs
« Wide Format Printing o Channel Letters & Light Boxes ¢ More

604-599-4221
Email: info@jassalsigns.com

#101 - 7728 128 St, #101- 6592 176 St,
Surrey Cloverdale

WWW.JASSALSIGNS.COM
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T T e e S s omog vallable Al ES DATES: Fri. February 20, 2026 - Wed. February 25, 2026
NEWTON STORE: #106 - 12568 72nd Ave., Surrey 604-590-2400 BURNABY: 7565 6th Street, Bumaby
NEWTON 80th AVENUE: 13208 80th Ave., Surrey 778-565-7880 RICHMOND: 9371 No 5 Rd, Richmond
NEWTON EXCHANGE: 101-13753 72 Ave., Surrey 604-581-2400 NEWTON 64 AVE: 140- 6350 120 st, Surrey
NEWTON EAST: 15299 68th Ave., Surrey 604-598-8006
ABBOTSFORD: 31831 5. Fraser Way, Abbotsford 604-864-9193
Prices in effect at the above listed store locations only.

& quant

STORES OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Visit one of our great
locations so we can
serve you today!

L

SN )

ARDI
. SUPERMARKET
You can also visit us online at www.sabzimandicanada.com

LANGLEY: #50 - 20150 Langley Bypass, Langley
ABBOTSFORD: 2777 Gladwin Road, Abbotsford
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Amencan Express accepted at three locations.
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604-553-6603
604-285-2400
718-565-1266
604-427-3912
604-744-2077




