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MARKING 200 SCHOOL CAPITAL PROJECTS IN

B.C. SINGE 2017

Premier David Eby is
marking the 250th
school capital project
since 2017, as fami]lies
Erepare to send their
ids back to schools
that have smaller class
sizes and are better
staffed and equipped to
support learning and
growth.
“Across the province
this fall, thousands of
students will be step-
ping into brand-new
classrooms to support
their success,” said Pre-
mier David Eby. “Our
kids deserve the best
start possible. Instead
of closing schools and
fighting with teachers,
our record is building
and upgrading schools,
with 250 projects deliv-
ered or underway, and
smaller class sizes. Our
plan is making a differ-
ence, but we can’t stop
now: We need to keep
delivering a bright fu-
ture for our kids.”
Since 2017, govern-
ment has approved
more than $7 billion for
school capital projects
to deliver nearly 50,000
new seats and almost
40,000 seismically saf-
er seats for students to
learn in B.C. schools.

Nearly two dozen new
and improved schools
opening

schools and additions
are opening across B.C.
that will provide 4,700
students with a space
to learn, including:

six new schools in six
communities

14 new additions in 11
communities

three seismic replace-
ments in three commu-
nities

These school capital
Erojects are supported
y more than $560 mil-
lion in provincial fund-
ing,

“Schools are at the
heart of our commu-
nities, where students
learn, families connect

are made,” said Lisa
Beare, acting Minister
of Infrastructure and
Minister of Education
and Child Care. “This
fall, thousands of stu-
dents across B.C. will
have access to brand-
new classrooms that
support their learn-
ing today and help set
them up for success in
the years ahead.”

New schools underway
At the same time, the
Province continues to
plan for the future.
There are currently s1
school capital projects
underway in B.C.:

27 additions

10 seismic upgrades
and replacements

one renovation
Supcljorting
students

In Burnaby, three new
and improved schools
are opening in Septem-
ber, with 265 new seats
and 415 seismically saf-
er student seats. This
includes:

anew, seismically safer
g15-seat Stride Avenue
Community Elementa-
ry, with a neighbour-
hood learning centre
to support community
programming and child
care space

100 new seats in four

Burnaby

at Nelson Elementary
165 new seats in seven
classrooms for students
at Brentwood Park El-
ementary and a new
gymnasium, the first
prlase of an expansion
and seismic upgrade of
the entire school

In addition, construc-
tion is underway on
three school projects:
the seismic replace-
ment and expansion of
Cameron Elementary,
adding 425 new seats

and seismically up-
grading 345 seats
a mnew  two-storey,

12-classroom addition
at Ecole Alpha Second-
ary, adding 300 new
seats

a child care addition
and seismic upgrades
at Brentwood Park Ele-
mentary

“It’s exciting for stu-
dents at Stride Avenue
Community school to
start the year in their
new building and for
children at Brentwood
Park and Nelson El-
ementary schools to
move into their new-
ly expanded schools,”
said Kristin Schnider,
chair of the Burnaby
Board of Education.
“We're grateful for the
ministry’s support for
these and otEeI proj-
ects underway. Schoofs
are the heart of our

are safe places to learn
with child care spac-
es where possible and
other services that help
families and communi-
ties thrive.”

Quotes:

Anne Kang, MLA for
Burnaby Centre -

“As a former Burnaby
school teacher and a
parent of two children,
[ know the importance
of investing in public
schools. It is excitin

to see so many schoo

projects being deliv-
ered across Burnaby,
from new classrooms
and student seats to ex-
panded learning spaces
and improved facili-
ties. These investments
will help more students
learn, grow and make
memories while help-
ing meet the needs of
Burnaby’s growing
communities.”

Rohini Arora, MLA for
Burnaby East -

“As our community
continues to grow, it's
exciting to see con-
struction underway on
the new and expanded
Cameron Elementary.
This project will help
ensure more students
and families have ac-
cess to the high-quali-
ty learning spaces they
need to thrive.”

his September, 23 new and lifelong memories 13 new schools classrooms for students communities. They
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Experimental weaving sculptures combine tradition

and self-exploration

Surrey, BC - Surrey Art
Gallery is pleased to
oresent tender threads
%‘eaturjng works by
Jonathan Alfaro and
Sena Cleave, on view
from September 26 to
December 6, 2026. Ad-
mission is free.

Bringing together tex-
tile, sculptural, and
text-based works, this
exhibition considers
weaving as an embod-
ied practice through
which acts of mak-
ing become gestures
of memory, inherit-
ed knowledge, and
self-exploration.

Both artists engage
with family histories
and inherited cultur-
al narratives., Cleave
Incorporates pine nee-
dles and rice grains
into  their woven
sculptures—everyday
materials with cultur-
al significance across
East Asia. Vega as
Floodwater and Sieve
reimagine the folktale

of the Cowherd and the
Weaver Girl, known in
Japan as Hikoboshi, a
mortal man, and Ori-
hime, a celestial dei-
ty. The two fell in love
but were separated by
the Milky Way. Us-
ing organic materials
that warp and break,
Cleave assembles del-
icate sculptures held
together through a
meticulous and labori-
ous process.

Through his own in-
terest in weaving,

Jonathan Alfaro stum-
bled upon his grand-
father’s weaving prac-

tice under Spanish
colonialism. In Y Mis
Huesos se Sienten Vie-
jos, he examines the
complex relationship
between family lin-
eage and self-identity.
In addition to working
with traditional weav-
ing techniques, Alfaro
developed techniques
to deconstruct linen
fabrics, creating in-
tricate patterns that

accentuate the texture
of the material, recon-
structing them into
something new and
beautiful.

Through their respec-
tive experimentation

with the technique
and materiality of
weaving, Alfaro’s

and Cleave’s works
reimagine the medi-
um’s form and dimen-
sionality.

“Jonathan’s and Se-
na’s art resonates with
my own experience of

growing up between
two cultures—shaped
by the place I now call
home and by the dis-
tant home I continue
to carry within me,
an experience shared
by many Surrey resi-
dents,” says exhibi-
tion curator Zoe Yang.
“The artists’ works
demonstrate the beau-
tiful convergence of
individual creativity
and inherited tradi-
tion.”

tender threads will
be celebrated along-
side other fall exhibi-
tions Farheen Haqg and
Russna Kaur: In the
Folds of Memory and
SF Ho: Triple Burn-
er Flower Field at the
Gallery’s Woven Ten-
derly opening art par-
ty on October 3 from 6
to gpm.

Jonathan Alfaro and
Sena Cleave will be

participating in a
panel discussion at
Weaving with

the
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Memories Media Arts
Symposium on Sat-
urday, November 21
from 1 to spm. During
the event, the art-
ists will also be shar-
ing their techniques
through an artmak-
ing activity  with
participants.

Families can register
for the Family Art Jam
on October 25 from
1:30 to 3pm where art-
ist-educators will lead
children and their
families through a
guided tour of the fall
exhibitions followed
by an artmaking activ-
ity (call 604-501-5566,
dial o or email gallery-
tours@surrey.ca). For
those looking for casu-
al-drop in artmaking
workshops and a Gal-
lery scavenger hunt,
families can attend
the Family Art Party on
Saturday, November
29 from 1 to spm. Ad-
mission to all events is
free.
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Beginning construction on mental-health, substance-use
treatment facility in Surrey

People with complex
mental-health,
addiction and brain-
injury needs will get
the care they need as
construction  begins
on the new mental-
health and substance-
use facility in Surrey,
announced by Premier
David Eby in July 2026.

The renovated facility
will add 60 new beds,
including involuntary
admission  capacity,
to the health-care
system and will also
include treatment and
rehabilitation services
to help people in the
Fraser Health region

who have the most
severe mental-health
and substance-use
issues.

“Specialized care and
treatment for patients
with the most complex
needs is a vital part of
their path to wellness,”

said Ravi  Kahlon,
Minister of Health.
“These new beds in

Surrey  mean  more
people will be able to
access this care closer to
home, building on the
progress already made
to create a system of
care that meets people
where they are.”

The beds will add
to more than 2,000
existing mental-
health beds in B.C.
that can provide care
for people admitted
both voluntarily and
involuntarily under
the Mental Health
Act. It includes beds
recently opened at the
Surrey Pretrial Services
Centre and Spiritwood
Homes in Maple Ridge,
as well as ongoin
efforts to  expan
access to specialized
care throughout the
province.

Increasing capacity for
mental-health care in
Surrey

The new G6o-bed care
facility at 6833/6869
King George Blvd. in

Surrey will provide
mental-health and
substance-use care and
a range of specialized
services to  support
people with complex
mental-health and
addiction-care needs.

“Surrey has seen a clear
and growing need for
more  mental-health
and substance-use
supports,” said Garry
Begg, parliamentary
secretary for Surrey
infrastructure and MLA
for  Surrey-Guildford.
“These new beds will
make a real difference
for individuals and
families by improving
access to care when
it’'s needed most and

helping meet long-
standing community
demand for these
services.”

The Province approved
a budget of as much
as $57 million for the
project.  Construction
i1s underway, and the
facility is anticipated

to open in spring
2028. Developed in
collaboration with
the Province, Fraser

Health, the Provincial

Health Services
Authority and local
partners, the facility

will be renovated into
a secure mental-health

and addiction-care
facility.

“With construction
now underway in

Surrey, we're one step
closer to  bringing
this important,
specialized care closer
to home,” said Amna
Shah, parliamentary
secretary for mental
health and addictions
and MLA for Surrey
City Centre. “This new
facility will provide
a safe, supportive
environment for
people  experiencing
complex mental-health
and substance-use
challenges who require
treatment, with care
focused on stability,

healing and recovery
for people in Surrey

and surrounding
communities.”

Work is also underway
to assess future bed

capacity in  other
regions of B.C.
Strengthening care
for people with
severe mental-health
challenges.

The creation of new
designated mental-

health services under
the Mental Health Actis
a key recommendation
from Dr. Daniel Vigo,
who was appointed
B.C.s first chief
scientific adviser
for psychiatry, toxic
drugs and concurrent
disorders in June 2024.

This is one part of the
government s work
to improve access to
mental-health and
addictions care, which
includes a focus on
expanding supportsand
services that work for

everyone. The Province
continues to add and
expand care, includin
early intervention an
prevention, treatment
and recovery services,
supportive and
complex-care housing,

overdose-prevention
services and more,
The new facility is

expected to play an
important  10le  in
strengthening Surrey’s
growing network of
mental-health and
substance-use services.
As the city continues
to experience rapid
population  growth,
demand for specialized
health-care  services
has also increased. The
addition of 60 dedicated
beds is intended to
Frovide more options
or people whose needs
require a higher level
of clinical support
than can be offered
through community-
based programs.

The  facility  will
focus on individuals
experiencing severe and
complex mental-health
and substance-use
challenges, including
people who may require
secure treatment
and rehabilitation.
By  bringing these
services together in
one specialized setting,
health authorities
aim to create a more
coordinated pathway
from assessment and
stabilization  through
treatment and recovery.
For families, the new
capacity could also
mean improved access
to specialized services
within  the  Fraser
Health region rather
than requiring patients
to travel farther from
their communities.
Access to care closer to
home can help families
remain  involved in
treatment and provide
patients with stronger

connections to their
existin support
networks.

The  project also

reflects a broader shift
in B.C)s approach
to mental-health
and addictions care.
Rather than relying
solely on emergency
departments and short-
term interventions,
the province is
working to expand a
wider continuum of
services. This includes
prevention and
early intervention,
crisis response,
intensive  treatment,
rehabilitation,
supportive housing
and longer-term
recovery programs.

The 6o beds in Surrey
will  form part of
this larger system.
The  inclusion  of
involuntary admission
capacity is particularly
significant for people
whose mental-health
conditions may prevent

them from recognizin
that they nee
treatment or who may
present serious Tisks to
themselves or others.
Care provided under
the Mental Health Act
is intended to ensure
that people with severe
conditions can receive
appropriate treatment
in a safe and structured
environment.

Construction is now
underway at the KinLg1
Ceorge Boulevar
site, with the facility
expected to  open
in spring 2028. The
Province’s investment
of up to $57 million
represents a substantial
commitment to
expanding specialized
mental-health
infrastructure in Surrey
and the surrounding
Fraser Health region.
Officials say the work
will continue beyond
this  project, with
assessments underway
to determine where

additional mental-
health bed capacity
may be needed across
B.C.  The  broader

objective is to build
a health-care system
capable of responding
to people at different
stages of illness, from
early  support and
prevention to intensive
treatment and recovery.
For Surrey residents,
the project represents
another step toward
addressing long-
standing aps
in specialized
mental-health and
substance-use care.
As construction
progresses, attention
will increasingly turn
to ensuring the facility
is properly staffed,
integrated with
existing services and
ready to provide timely,
specialized care when it
opens in 2028.
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Two new turf fields completed at Cloverdale Athletic

Park

Surrey, B.C. - City
Council celebrated
the completion of
two new turf fields
at Cloverdale Athlet-
ic Park, marking the
first phase of more
than $12.3 million in
improvements that
include new road ac-
cess and a new park-
ing lot at one of Sur-
rey’s premier sports
destinations.

“Whether it’s a child
attending practice,
a local team com-
peting in a weekend
tournament, or fam-
ilies cheering from
the sidelines, these
new turf fields will
help more people
enjoy sports year-
round,” said Mayor
Brenda Locke. “This
investment  helps
meet the growing
demand for quality
recreational  facili-
ties while strength-
ening Surrey’s abil-
ity to host sporting
events that benefit
our local economy
and  community.
Design and construc-
tion of these fields
began last fall to re-
place the grass fields

that are more suscep-
tible to weather-re-
lated closures fol-
lowing heavy rain.
Cloverdale  Athlet-
ic Park is 5o acres,
making it a hub for
sports In  Surrey.
Amenities  include
ball diamonds, bas-
ketball court, multi-
use sport box, pl
grounds, bike parl}:
water playground,
tennis courts, mul-
tiple fields (grass
and synthetic), and
a field house with
change rooms and
washrooms.
A new 1o-stall park-
inF lot and a new
ly signalized in-
tersection are being
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added next to the
new fields. These
improvements are
expected to be com-
pleted in November.
Once complete, they
will provide access to
Surrey United Soccer
Club’s new indoor
practice facility be-
built in the park
fol owing Council’s
approval of a 30-year
lease with the club.
The project is part
of Surrey’s broad-
er effort to expand
and modernize its
recreational  infra-
structure as the city
continues to expe-
rience  significant
population growth.
With more residents

e ——

participating in or-
ganized sports and
community  recre-
ation, upgraded fa-
cilities are expected
to provide greater op-
portunities for ath-
letes of all ages and
skill levels.
The new synthetic
turf fields will of-
fer improved play-
ing conditions and
greater  reliability
throughout the year.
Unlike traditional
ass fields, turf sur-
aces can better with-
stand wet weather
and intensive use,
helping reduce can-
cellations and allow-
ing sports organi-
zations to maintain
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more consistent
training and com-
petition schedules.
This is particularly
valuable for soccer
and other field sports
that require regu-
lar access to quality
playing surfaces.

The improvements at
Cloverdale  Athletic
Park are also expect-
ed to enhance the
experience for spec-
tators and visitors.
Additional parkin
and improved roag
access will make it
easier for families,
players and tourna-

ment  participants
to reach the facil-
ity, particularly

during busy sporting

events. The upgrad-
ed infrastructure
could also support
larger tournaments
5 regional com-
petltlons, bringing
visitors to Surrey an
contributing to local
businesses.
The new indoor prac-
tice facility planned
in partnership with
Surrey United Soc-
cer Club will further
expand the park’s
rcﬂ% as a year-round
sports destination.
e facility is ex
pected to provide
athletes with ad-
ditional  opportu-
nities to train re-
gardless of seasonal
weather conditions.
Together, these im-
provements repre-
sent a significant
investment in Sur-
rey’s recreational fu-
ture, creating a more
accessible, reliable
and versatile sports
environment for the
community  while
supporting the city’s
growing reputation
as a destination for
athletic events and
activities.
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Vancouver Commu-
nity College (VCC)
will receive 224 new
skilled-trades train-
ing seats as part of
the Look West strat-
egy to deliver 5,000
new trades training
seats throughout the
province in 2026-27.

This will bring the to-
tal number of trades
training seats avail-
able at VCC to more
than 1,770 this year.

“We're  increasing
our  skilled-trades
training seats, so
more people can get
good jobs as part of
the Look West eco-
nomic plan,” said
Jennifer White-
side, Minister of La-
bour, “We continue
to build on B.Cs
strengths, our peo-
ple, by training up
and growing our
skilled  workforce,
and creating oppor-
tunities for people
and businesses that
will benefit families
and  communities
throughout our prov-

L W@

ince.”

Government 1is in-
vesting $241 million
over three years to
train British Colum-
bians for in-demand
jobs, helping more
people take advan-
tage of opportunities
by getting trained
and moving onto job
sites quicker.
“Industryleadersand
businesses have told
us they need more
skilled-trades work-
ers to fill job open-
ings across all major
projects underway
and on the horizon
throughout B.C.,”
said Jessie Sunner,
Minister of Post-Sec-

~
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ondary  Education
and Future Skills.
“That’s why we are
adding new skilled-
trades training
seats at VCC. We're
growing our pool of
skilled tradespeople
so they can find ful-
filling, good-paying
jobs, and so industry
can have the work-
ers they need to con-
tinue growing and
strengthening B.C.’s
economy.”

Benefits of adding
more skilled-trades
training spaces

The new trades train-
ing seats will:

reduce wait lists for
in-demand appren-

J
'

ticeship programs
introduce more
young people to the
trades

increase  training
capacity in high-de-
mand occupations,
including automo-
tive service techni-
cian, construction
electrician,  heavy
mechanical trades,
and  refrigeration
and air conditioning
mechanic

Aligning B.C.'s work-
force, skills training
and industry de-
mands

Major projects in
construction, clean
energy, mining,
transportation and
advanced technology

are driving demand
for skilled workers
throughout British

Columbia, including
in the Lower Main-
land.

Supporting econom-
ic growth in Vancou-
ver, Lower Mainland
With expanded pro-
gramming at Van-
couver Community

ASIAN]DURNAL.CA| FRIDAYSEP 04,2025 05

Expanding skilled-trades training seats in the Lower Mainland

College, the region
is well-positioned to
advance B.C.’s prior-
ities under the Look
West economic strat-

egy.

Quotes:

Sunita Dhir, MLA for
Vancouver-Langara,
and parliamentary
secretary for interna-
tional credentials —

“The need for more
skilled tradespeople
in Vancouver and the
Lower Mainland con-
tinues to grow, and
that means more
great jobs for peo-
ple. VCC is a key lo-
cal training site for
young people to get
the skills they need
so they can take ad-
vantage of these op-
portunities and build
the future they want.
We all benefit when
talented young peo-
ple find good-quality
jobs and stay in B.C.”
George Chow, MLA
for Vancouver-Fras-
erview —

“I hear a lot from

young people who
want to land a great
job with a future in
the Vancouver re-
gion, so they can con-
tinue to live in the
city they love. These
new seats at VCC will
help to make that
possible by giving
people the sﬁilled—
trades training they
need to getontoa job

site and build a good
life here.”

Mable Elmore, MLA
for Vancouver-Kens-

ington —

“Opening new
skilled-trades train-
ing seats at VCC

opens more path-
ways for people to
rewarding careers.
Investments like this
help strengthen our
economy, our region
and our post-second-
ary institutions, and
that helps families
today and our future
generations in Van-
couver and through-
out the province.”
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Strengthening supports for survivors of intimate-partner

violence

Victims and survivors
of intimate-partner
and sexual violence
will soon have access
to new and expanded
supports to help them
navigate B.C's legal
system, which is part
of the Province’s re-
sponse to the Stanton
Review.

“No one who has expe-
rienced intimate-part-
ner or sexual violence
should have to navi-
gate the justice sys-
tem alone,” said Niki
Sharma, Attorney
General, “The Stanton
Review made it clear
that survivors need
better support, more
co-ordinated services
and safer experiences
throughout the legal
process. This funding
will help expand criti-
cal supports, strength-
en prevention efforts
and ensure people can
access the services
they need when they
need them.”

Through the federal
National Action Plan
to End Gender-Based
Violence (NAP), the
Ministry of Attorney
Ceneral is receiving
more than $3 million
in funding for 2026-27
to advance initiatives
that support recom-
mendations from the
2025 Stanton Report.
The review, led by
Kim Stanton and
commissioned by the
attorney general, ex-
amined how victims
and survivors of in-
timate-partner  and
sexual violence are
treated within B.C.'s

justice system and
provided system-wide
recommendations to
improve it,

Investing in key sup-
portive, preventative
measures

The funding will help
expand survivor sup-
ports, strengthen jus-
tice-sector  capacity
and improve efforts to
greven‘t violence be-
ore it occurs.

Investments include:
expanding the Safe
Supports Project,
which  helps peo-
ple affected by inti-
mate-partner violence
navigate family-law
processes in rural, re-
mote and northern
B.C. communities
funding will help add
as many as three fam-
ily court support work-
ers in additional loca-
tions that are still to be
determined
developing a pub-
lic-awareness strategy
that better educates
and informs people
about intimate-part-
ner violence and avail-
able supports
reviewing be-
haviour-change pro-
Erams for men and
oys to identify service
gaps, highlight prom-

ising practices and
strengthening inter-
vention and preven-
tion efforts

advancing the B.C.
First Nations Jus-
tice  Strategy, in-
cluding training for
justice-sector pro-
fessionals on inti-

mate-partner violence

e
and gender-based vio-
lence

funding will also help
expand the Indige-
nous Justice Centres’
Aunties Program,
which provides cultur-
ally grounded, wrap-
around supports for
Indigenous  victims
and survivors
Together, these invest-
ments support sever-
al key Stanton Report
recommendations,
including  strength-
ening prevention and
public education, ex-
panding supports for
survivors, enhancing
family-law  services,
advancing Indigenous
justice initiatives and
improving interven-
tion programs for men
who use violence. The
funding helps advance
a more co-ordinated,
trauma-informed and
survivor-centred  ap-
proach to addressinﬁ
intimate-partner an
sexual violence in B.C.

Part of a broader pro-
vincial response
The NAP funding

builds on other pro-

vincial  investments
under Safe and Sup-
ported: B.C.'s GBV Ac-
tion Plan, such as ex-
panding access to safe
housing for women
leaving violent situa-
tions, improving ru-
ral cellphone service
to make travel safer
and investing in skills
training and afford-
able child care to sup-
port women'’s econom-
ic independence.

The Province provides
more than $60 million
annually to support
approximately 475 vic-
tim-service and vio-
lence-against-women
programs throughout
B.C.

By investing in ed-
ucation,  awareness
and other prevention
efforts, the Province
is working to address
the root causes of vio-
lence, break the cycle
of harm, strengthen
community safety and
reduce long-term pres-
sures and costs across
the health, social,
child-welfare and jus-

tice systems.

Quotes:

Rechie Valdez, feder-
al Minister of Women
and Gender Equality
and Secretary of State
(Small Business and
Tourism)
“Gender-based  vio-
lence is a violation of
human rights, and in
many cases, a viola-
tion of Canadian crim-
inal law. Ensuring vic-
tims and survivors of
gender-based violence
and their families can
access a justice system
that responds to their
experiences with care
and understanding is
an integral part of the
National Action Plan
to End Cender-based
Violence.  Together,
with provinces and
territories, including
British Columbia, the
federal government
will continue working
to ensure all victims
and survivors can ac-
cess trauma-informed
supports, no matter
where they live.”

Jennifer Blatherwick,
parliamentary secre-
tary for gender equity -
“Ending gender-based
violence requires sus-
tained action, strong
partnerships and long-
term investments in
prevention, interven-
tion and survivor sup-
ports. Federal fundin%
through the Nationa
Action Plan bilateral
agreements is help-
ing advance Safe and
Supported: B.C.'s Gen-
der-Based  Violence
Action Plan and act
on key recommenda-
tions from the Stan-
ton Review. This work
is strengthening ser-
vices for survivors and
helping build safer,
more inclusive com-
munities throughout
British Columbia.”

Ravi Kahlon, Minister
of Health -

“Ending gender-based
violence means engag-
ing mennot only as by-
standers, but as part-
ners in prevention. As
we advance our efforts
to respond to the Stan-
ton Report, we need to
identity ways we can
engage men - espe-
cially young men - as
intervenors, allies and
agents of change. To-

ether, we can address

armful  behaviours
before they escalate,
encourage positive
role modellig and
strengthen efforts to
keep individuals, fam-
ilies and communities
safe.”
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Through the Years!

Some movies you just wish wouldn’t
end. Animated films can rell quite a sto-

ry. Sit back, relax and enjoy a breathtak-

ingly beautiful true life story unfold in A
MavmﬁLent Life. Acclaimed at last years
coveted Cannes Film Festival this French-
Luxembourg- Belgian co-production is
visually stunning and boasts a wonder-
ful storyline. Brought to BC. By Mongrel
Media this Sony Pictures Classics is an ab-
solute charmer bound to make you fall In
love with the lure of France and early cin-
ema. [t will be showing at the VIFF Centre
in Vancouver,

Made with a little help from Netflix and
the good %tewardshlp of the genius be-

hind The Triplets of Belleville A Magnifi-

cent Life brings to life the up and down
world of once upon a time writer Marcel
Pagnol. At the outset we see Marcel as an
elder] ly man but thanks to a very smart
crearive twist a young boy helps rake us
back in time to see how this French artis-

tic powerhouse came into being,

with a focus on family we see just how
a young boy deals with loss and a drive
to become someone. Through schooling,
drive and hard work Marcel becomes a
playwright and the toast of the Marseilles
thearrical circuit. Director /Writer Syl-
vain Chomet wisely divides the film into
yearly time spans and perfectly captures
the colorful atmosphere of the different
time periods.

Each characrer Marcel encounters is fully
fleshed out and memorable. Backed up
by some soothing music the animation
effects are almost surreal and they painta
picture of the whole vibrancy that seems
to surround this gifred arrists life.

Ajoy to watch A Magnificent Life is a love
poem to fans of the movies and young
lovers of all ages. It’s a movie well worth
seeing on the big screen and definitely
worth seeking our.
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A Magnificent Life
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Actress Ahsaas Channa has jolned
the cast of the upcoming third sea-
son of the crime thriller series Asur.
The actress has begun filming for
the JioHotstar series and will share
screen space with returning cast
members including Arshad Warsi,
Barun Sobti, Ridhi Dogra, Anupriya
Goenka, Vishesh Bansal and Shweta
Basu Prasad.

Shooting for Asur 3 is currently un-
derway and is expected to continue
until December 2026, The makers are
reportedly planning to release the
new season on JioHotstar in mid-
2027.

Speaking about joining the series,

AHSAAS CHANNA JOINS ASUR 3 ALONGSIDE
ARSHAD WARSI AND BARUN SOBTI

Ahsaas said, "I am beyond thrilled
to join Asur 3, eapef.ialf;’ after being
one of the biggest fans of the show. It
feels surreal to have this opportunity
to work alongside some of the most
talented actors, including Arshad
Warsi sir, Barun Sobti and Ridhi
Dogra. Amongst everything else,
I promise that Asur 3 will take the
thrill and intensity several notches,”
The first two seasons of Asur were
directed by Oni Sen, who is current-
ly associated with Operation Safed
Sagar. The upcom'mﬁ season will be
directed by Gaurav Shukla, who pre-
viously served as the writer of the
first two seasons.

MANOJ BAJPAYEE TO PLAY MAHATMA
GANDHI FOR THE FIRST TIME IN SUDHIR
MISHRA'S NEXT

Manoj Bajpayee is set to portray Ma-
harma Gandhi on screen for the first
time in filmmaker Sudhir Mishra’s
upcoming directorial, While details
about the project have largely been
under wraps, a glimpse of Bajpayee’s
look as the freeclgm movement leader
has surfaced online, drawing atten-
tion to his transformation,

The image shows Bajpayee with a
markedly different look, adopting
physical attributes associated with
Mahatma Gandhi. The look has
sparked online discussion, with view-
ers commenting on the extent of the
transformation  and Bajpayee’s at-
tempt to embody the historical figure.
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Return of an Icon: All-New 2026 Honda

Prelude Hy

Review by Veeno De-
wan.

Honda's iconic Prelude
has a new reissue in
the form of the 2026
All-New  Hybrid-elec-
tric  Prelude sports
coupe. It returns after
a 25- years hiatus asan
all-new, sixth genera-
tion packed with inno-
vation and technology.
The new Prelude model
is a two-door liftback
2+2-seater Coupe .With
strong lines and great
looking  proportions,
19-inch Berlina Black
wheels and a black
chrome grille itis great
looking car.

Fittingly to keep up
with technology and
engineering, the new
Prelude is powered by
an advanced, two-mo-
tor: Hybrid Electric
Vehicle (HEV) system
and 2.oL four-cylinder
gasoline engine - the
same setup as used in
the new Honda Civ-
ic Hybrid and has the
same power output:
200 horsepower and
232 lb-ft of torque.
Where the Prelude dif-
ferentiates is in  us-
ing some hi th perfor-
mance Hon Civic
Type R parts. This in-
cludes components
such as the dual-axis
strut front suspension,
larger Brembo brakes,
and a standard special
adaptive damper sys-
tem tuned for the Pre-
lude.

Most interesting is
the transmission used
by the Prelude. As
opposed to a conven-
tional  transmission
the Prelude will use a
“Honda S+ Shift” mode
system, an innovative

brid.

thar

new drive mode
converts power from

the electric traction
motor to rotate the
front wheels. Using a
single-speed eCVT, the
S+ Shift mode and pad-
dle shifters simulates
an 8-speed gear box or
a more engaging, me-
chanical feel. Honda
also uses a new en-
hanced agile handlin
assist, (AHA) whiclgl
integrates the power-
train and brakes per-
formance with how the
driver is steering.

In terms of pricing: the

estimate for Canada is
approximately $49,990
- $53,000, plus freight
and PDI of $1,830. The
Prelude will be avail-
able initially in one -
high specification ver-
sion and is expected
to be much in demand
with a long wait list.
Available paint colours
include Rallye Red,
Winter Frost Pearl, and
Crystal Black Pearl.

In terms of the technol-
ogy and infotainment,
the Prelude has high-
spec equipment and
features taken from the
top tier Honda Civic

range. It comes with a
g.0-inch center touch-
screen and a 10.2-inch
digital %jmge cluster
display. The screen uses
Google software, and
features  smartphone
wireless  connectivity
using Apple CarPlay or
Android Auto. There
is Bluetooth connec-
tivity and a premium
8-speaker Bose audio.

The Prelude has an
interior cabin that is
similar to the Honda
Civic’s, but is differen-
tiated by a 2+2 seating
layout which mean the
rear seats are very small

with tight legroom.
There are also differ-
ent color upholstery
and trim choices. The
front seats come stan-
dard with heating and
contrasting stitching.
The front seats are sup-
portive, well-bolstered
and offer good recline
and legroom, however
the rear seats are very
small., especially in
terms of headroom and
legroom. As a hatch-
back design- the rear
trunk offers 428 litres
of cargo space with the
rear seats in place.

The Prelude will be pop-

ular as it is niche, pur-
ist performance coupe
that embraces hybrid
technology. The Pre-
lude is a car for those
who perhaps had one
in the past, or always
wanted a performance
Honda that is not a Civ-
ic! The 2026 Honda Pre-
lude is expected to be in
high demand so order
soon! One for the en-
thusiasts for sure!

2026 Honda Prelude
Coupe - Priced from
$49,990 - $53,000,
plus freight and PDI of
$1,830.
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SHOP LOCAL.
BUY CANADIAN.

o Vehicle Wraps e Banners & Truck Signs
o Business Cards o Invoices & Logo Sheets
Signs & Posters o Logo Design & Real Estate Signs
« Wide Format Printing . Channel Letters ¢& Light Boxes & More

604-599-4221
Email: info@jassalsigns.com

#101 - 7728 128 St, #101- 6592 176 St,
Surrey Cloverdale

WWW.JASSALSIGNS.COM
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NEWTON STORE: #106 - 12568 72nd Ave., Surrey  604-590-2400 BURNABY: 7565 6th Street, Burnaby 604-553-6603

NEWTON 80th AVENUE: 13208 80th Ave., Surrey 778-565-7880 RICHMOND: 9371 No 5 Rd, Richmond 604-285-2400

NEWTON EXCHANGE: 101-13753 72 Ave., Surrey 604-581-2400 NEWTON 64 AVE: 140- 6350 120 st, Surrey 778-565-1266

NEWTON EAST: 15299 68th Ave., Surrey 604-598-8006 LANGLEY: #50 - 20150 Langley Bypass, Langley 604-427-3912

RBBOTSFORD: 31831 S. Fraser Way, Abbotsford 604-864-9193 ABBOTSFORD: 2777 Gladwin Road, Abbotsford 604-744-2077
Prices in effect at the above listed store locations only.

STORES OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Visit one of our great

locations so we can
serve you today!
You can also visit us online at www.sabzimandicanada.com



